


“It gives us new life to know 
that you are standing firm in 
the Lord.” 

- 1 Thessalonians 3:8

 
 



Owe ~f ¦he ¿e�Â Í��¦ �mipp� a babÂ pea�w� i� h~À ¦~ �¦awd. The 
v~w¦h� ~f c~~iwg awd c�aÀpiwg c«pviwa¦e iw a gp~�i~«� iw�¦aw¦ 
Àhew ¦he chipd �«pp� ¦hev�ep¿e� «� awd �¦awd� ~w ¦hei� ~Àw 
¦À~ fee¦. I¦’� a v~vew¦ �~ �igwiÍcaw¦ ¦ha¦ Àe �~�¦ i¦ ~w �~ciap 
vedia awd À�i¦e i¦ d~Àw iw babÂ b~~m�. We e¿ew va�m ¦he 
~cca�i~w Ài¦h a weÀ idew¦iÍe�. Owce a chipd caw �¦awd, ¦heÂ’�e 
w~ p~wge� aw iwfaw¦; ¦heÂ’�e a ¦~ddpe�. Lea�wiwg h~À ¦~ �¦awd 
chawge� e¿e�Â¦hiwg. Bef~�e Â~« caw Àapm, bef~�e Â~« caw j~g, 
bef~�e Â~« caw �«w – Â~« v«�¦ Í��¦ Íg«�e ~«¦ h~À ¦~ �¦awd.

The abipi¦Â ¦~ �¦awd i� �~ve¦hiwg Àe pea�w �~ ea�pÂ iw pife ¦ha¦ 
Àe v~�¦pÂ ¦ame i¦ f~� g�aw¦ed. MawÂ ~f «� a�e �~ «�ed ¦~ i¦ ¦ha¦ 
Àe f~�ge¦ h~À v«ch �¦�ewg¦h i¦ ¦ame�. Y~«� v«�cpe� ha¿e ¦~ be 
abpe ¦~ bea� Â~«� Àeigh¦. Y~«� j~iw¦� ha¿e ¦~ À~�m Ài¦h 
c~~�diwa¦i~w awd bapawce. App ¦he Àhipe, g�a¿i¦Â i� c~w�¦aw¦pÂ 
¦�Âiwg ¦~ �«pp Â~« d~Àw ¦~ ¦he g�~«wd. S¦awdiwg vaÂ �~«wd 
ba�ic, b«¦ ¦ha¦ d~e�w’¦ veaw i¦’� ea�Â. 



The ch«�ch iw The��ap~wica Àa� 
a Â~«wg ch«�ch. Iw fac¦, ¦he 
a�~�¦pe Pa«p had ~wpÂ beew abpe 
¦~ viwi�¦e� iw ¦he ci¦Â f~� ¦h�ee 
Àeem� bef~�e he Àa� f~�ced ¦~ 
Îee. Thi� pef¦ ¦he Îedgpiwg 

ch«�ch Ài¦h a �~pid, Âe¦ 
iwc~v�pe¦e, f~~¦iwg. A� ~we ~f 
¦he Í��¦ ch«�che� iw 
Maced~wia, ¦heÂ had feÀ 
eÁav�pe� ¦~ ¦«�w ¦~. The�e Àe�e 
w~ c~wfe�ewce� ~� c~h~�¦� ¦~ 
¦each ¦hev be�¦ ��ac¦ice� ~� 
iw�¦�«c¦ ¦hev iw Ch�i�¦iaw 
pi¿iwg. Thi� babÂ ch«�ch Àa� 
j«�¦ ¦�Âiwg ¦~ Íg«�e ~«¦ h~À ¦~ 

�¦awd ~w i¦� ~Àw ¦À~ fee¦. 

Uwf~�¦«wa¦epÂ, e¿e�Â¦hiwg 
a�~«wd ¦hev me�¦ c~w��i�iwg ¦~ 
mw~cm ¦hev d~Àw. The 
�e��ec«¦i~w ¦ha¦ had f~�ced 
Pa«p ¦~ pea¿e had �e¦ i¦� �igh¦� 
~w ¦hi� Â~«wg ch«�ch. 



Moreover, the constant threat of false teachers and divisions 
had already attempted to knock the legs out from under 
these young Christians. It’s hard to stand when everything 
around you seems designed to put you on your back. 

With all those cards stacked against them, you’d think the 
Thessalonian church would have folded. The uncertainty 
inside the church and the persecution from outside could 
have caused them to collapse. And yet, when Paul sat down 
to write his first letter to this church, he saw a church that 
was flourishing and faithful. The Thessalonians hadn’t 
crumpled under the pressure. Instead, they had risen to 
every challenge. 

Today’s church faces many of the same pressures the 
Thessalonians faced. The challenges that exist – both within 
us and without us – threaten to knock us to the ground. We 
want to walk with Jesus. We want to run the race set out for 
us. 

But before we can do 
anything else, we must first 
figure out how to STAND. 



“Some great goal – understood to 
be initiated by God and carried 
forward by us – defines everything 
or everyone. An individual is either 
on the mission, the object of the 
mission, an obstacle to the 
mission, an aid to the mission, or 
[someone] who should be on 
mission."

- Skye Jethani

Weez O�e: S´a�d �� Mi¬¬i�� (1 The¬¬. 1)

 
 



If Â~« Àe�e ¦~ Îi� ¦h�~«gh Â~«� Bibpe, Â~«’d ��~babpÂ ¦hiwm ¦he 
�¦~�Â ~f ¦he ch«�ch iw The��ap~wica begiw� iw Ac¦� 17. Af¦e� app, 
¦ha¦’� Àhew Pa«p awd hi� c~v�awi~w� Í��¦ ew¦e� ¦he g�ea¦ ci¦Â. 
Ye¦, ¦he gewe�i� ~f ¦he The��ap~wiaw ch«�ch ac¦«appÂ a��ea�� a 
cha�¦e� ea�pie�. Ac¦� 16 ¦epp� «� ¦ha¦ Pa«p awd Sipa� ve¦ aw 
«weÁ�ec¦ed �~adbp~cm ~w ¦hei� vi��i~wa�Â j~«�weÂ. Th~«gh ¦heÂ 
had Àaw¦ed ¦~ ¦�a¿ep Ea�¦ ¦~ A�ia, ¦he H~pÂ S�i�i¦ ��e¿ew¦ed ¦hev 
f�~v d~iwg �~. I¦ �eev� He had vade ~¦he� ¦�a¿ep a��awgevew¦�. 
A di¿iwepÂ ¦ived ¿i�i~w iw ¦he wigh¦ c~v�epped ¦he vi��i~wa�ie� 
Àe�¦Àa�d iw¦~ Maced~wia. 

Af¦e� a b�ief viwi�¦�Â iw Phipi��i, ¦he ¦eav �e¦ ¦hei� �igh¦� ~w 
The��ap~wica. The ci¦Â ga¿e ¦hev a �¦�a¦egic p~ca¦i~w f�~v Àhich 
¦~ c~w¦iw«e ¦hei� viwi�¦�Â iw Maced~wia. N~¦ ~wpÂ Àa� 
The��ap~wica a b«�¦piwg �~�¦ ci¦Â, b«¦ i¦ ap�~ �a¦ di�ec¦pÂ ~w ¦he 
Via Egwa¦ia, ¦he 1100-vipe �~ad ¦ha¦ �¦�e¦ched ac�~�� ¦he R~vaw 
Ev�i�e. The��ap~wica Àa� ¦he �e�fec¦ p~ca¦i~w f~� ¦he G~��ep ¦~ 
begiw i¦� ���ead ac�~�� ¦he �egi~w. B«¦, a� Pa«p awd hi� ¦eav 
À~«pd �~~w di�c~¿e�, i¦’� w~¦ ¦he �pace ¦ha¦ va¦¦e�� �~ v«ch a� 
¦he �e~�pe. 



1 Thessalonians 1�1-3� "This letter is from Paul, Silas, and 
Timothy. We are writing to the church in Thessalonica, to you 
who belong to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. May 
God give you grace and peace. We always thank God for all of 
you and pray for you constantly. As we pray to our God and 
Father about you, we think of your faithful work, your loving 
deeds, and the enduring hope you have because of our Lord 
Jesus Christ."

“This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy.” 
 
◦ Pa«p’� c«�¦~va�Â g�ee¦iwg he�e highpigh¦� ¦he ¦eav dÂwavic iw hi� 
viwi�¦�Â. The pe¦¦e� ¦~ ¦he The��ap~wiaw� i�w’¦ j«�¦ f�~v Pa«p, a� ¦h~«gh 
he À~�med awd À�~¦e ap~we. Tiv~¦hÂ awd Sipa� had b~¦h pab~�ed ¦~ ge¦ 
¦he The��ap~wiaw ch«�ch �¦a�¦ed, awd ¦hei� c~ppab~�a¦i~w Ài¦h Pa«p iw 
¦hi� pe¦¦e� �h~À� ¦hei� c~w¦iw«ed c~wce�w awd iw¿e�¦vew¦ iw ¦hi� 
c~wg�ega¦i~w. 

 ◦ Owe ~f ¦he ¦hiwg� ¦ha¦ vame� ¦hi� pe¦¦e� ¦~ ¦he The��ap~wiaw� �~ 
iw¦e�e�¦iwg i� ¦ha¦ i¦ i� ~we ~f ¦he ea�pie�¦ Pa«piwe e�i�¦pe�. The ¦À~ 
pe¦¦e�� ¦~ ¦he ch«�ch iw The��ap~wica (ap~wg Ài¦h Gapa¦iaw�) Àe�e pimepÂ 
À�i¦¦ew �~veÀhe�e be¦Àeew 48-51 A.D. TheÂ, ¦he�ef~�e, gi¿e «� �~ve 
~f ¦he ea�pie�¦ gpiv��e� ~f Pa«p’� de¿ep~�iwg ¦he~p~gÂ.    



 “We are writing to the church in Thessalonica…”
 
 ◦ The ci¦Â ~f The��ap~wica Àa� w~ iw�igwiÍcaw¦ ci¦Â. Wi¦h a �~�«pa¦i~w 
wea�iwg 200,000 �e~�pe, i¦ Àa� ~we ~f ¦he pa�ge�¦ iw ¦he Maced~wiaw 
�egi~w. M~�e ¦haw ¦ha¦, ¦he ci¦Â’� appegiawce ¦~ Cae�a� A«g«�¦«� af¦e� 
¦he dea¦h ~f J«pi«� Cae�a� ga¿e ¦hev a fa¿~�ed �¦a¦«� iw ¦he Ev�i�e, 
peadiwg ¦~ The��ap~wica beiwg waved a F�ee Ci¦Â iw 42 A.D. 
 
◦ Ma�m H~Àepp: “F~� app i¦� a��e¦�, The��ap~wica Àa� a p~�¦ ci¦Â. The 
G�eem� Ípped ¦he ¦ev�pe�, ¦he JeÀ� a¦¦ewded ¦he �Âwag~g«e, awd ¦he 
R~vaw� �aid h~vage ¦~ Cae�a�, b«¦ a �e�¿a�i¿e ��i�i¦«ap da�mwe�� 
c~¿e�ed ¦he ci¦Â.” 

 ◦ Pa«p d~e�w’¦ j«�¦ vew¦i~w ¦he bepie¿e��’ �hÂ�icap p~ca¦i~w; he ap�~ ha� 
¦hei� ��i�i¦«ap �eapi¦Â iw ¿ieÀ. He �eviwd� ¦hev ¦ha¦ ¦heÂ “bep~wg ¦~ 
G~d ¦he Fa¦he� awd ¦he L~�d Je�«� Ch�i�¦.” TheÂ vaÂ �hÂ�icappÂ be iw 
¦he ci¦Â ~f The��ap~wica, b«¦ ¦heÂ bep~wg iw hea¿ew. N~ va¦¦e� Àhe�e 
Àe a�e f�~v, ~«� «p¦iva¦e idew¦i¦Â i� ÍÁed iw Ch�i�¦. 

    • “…we think of your faithful work, your loving deeds, and the 
enduring hope you have…” 

◦ The “À~�m ��~d«ced bÂ fai¦h, pab~� ��~v�¦ed bÂ p~¿e, awd ewd«�awce 
iw��i�ed bÂ h~�e” (NIV) f~�v a ��ai�eÀ~�¦hÂ ¦�i�pe¦ iw Pa«p’� 
ivagiwa¦i~w. The The��ap~wiaw� bepie¿e�� Àe�e abpe ¦~ À~�m ha�d f~� 
¦he G~��ep awd ewd«�e ¦he �e��ec«¦i~w ~f ¦hei� c~«w¦�Âvew beca«�e 
¦heÂ Àe�e v~¦i¿a¦ed bÂ ¦he fai¦h, p~¿e, awd h~�e ¦ha¦ g�~À� ~«¦ ~f ¦he 
G~��ep.
 
◦ Thi� vew¦i~w ~f fai¦h, h~�e, awd p~¿e a� v~¦i¿a¦iwg fac¦~�� iw ¦he 
Ch�i�¦iaw’� pife ��e¿ieÀ� ¦he fav~«� À~�d� Pa«p Àipp À�i¦e ¦~ ¦he 
ch«�ch iw C~�iw¦h apv~�¦ Í¿e Âea�� pa¦e�: “Th�ee ¦hiwg� Àipp pa�¦ 
f~�e¿e�—fai¦h, h~�e, awd p~¿e—awd ¦he g�ea¦e�¦ ~f ¦he�e i� p~¿e” 
 (1 C~�iw¦hiaw� 13�13). 



1 The��ap~wiaw� 1�4-7� “We mw~À, dea� b�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e��, ¦ha¦ G~d 
p~¿e� Â~« awd ha� ch~�ew Â~« ¦~ be hi� ~Àw �e~�pe. F~� Àhew Àe 
b�~«gh¦ Â~« ¦he G~~d NeÀ�, i¦ Àa� w~¦ ~wpÂ Ài¦h À~�d� b«¦ ap�~ 
Ài¦h �~Àe�, f~� ¦he H~pÂ S�i�i¦ ga¿e Â~« f«pp a��«�awce ¦ha¦ Àha¦ Àe 
�aid Àa� ¦�«e. Awd Â~« mw~À ~f ~«� c~wce�w f~� Â~« f�~v ¦he ÀaÂ 
Àe pi¿ed Àhew Àe Àe�e Ài¦h Â~«. S~ Â~« �ecei¿ed ¦he ve��age Ài¦h 
j~Â f�~v ¦he H~pÂ S�i�i¦ iw ��i¦e ~f ¦he �e¿e�e �«ffe�iwg i¦ b�~«gh¦ 
Â~«. Iw ¦hi� ÀaÂ, Â~« ivi¦a¦ed b~¦h «� awd ¦he L~�d. A� a �e�«p¦, Â~« 
ha¿e bec~ve aw eÁav�pe ¦~ app ¦he bepie¿e�� iw G�eece—¦h�~«gh~«¦ 
b~¦h Maced~wia awd Achaia.” 

“…i¦ Àa� w~¦ ~wpÂ Ài¦h À~�d� b«¦ ap�~ Ài¦h �~Àe�…”
 
 ◦ The G~��ep ha� i¦� ~Àw �~Àe� ¦~ iv�ac¦ awd chawge pi¿e�. I¦’� w~¦ j«�¦ a 
�e¦ ~f d~c¦�iwe� awd bepief�; ¦he G~��ep i� ~«� dÂwavic �a�¦we� iw ¦he 
vi��i~w. Pa«p �ic¦«�e� ¦he G~��ep apv~�¦ a� a c~-pab~�e� ap~wg�ide «�, 
À~�miwg �ide-bÂ-�ide a� Àe �ha�e ¦he G~~d NeÀ� ~f Je�«�. 
 
◦ Th�~«gh~«¦ ¦hi� cha�¦e�, Pa«p paÂ� ~«¦ ¦h�ee di�¦iwc¦ ÀaÂ� Àe �ha�e ¦he 
G~��ep Ài¦h ¦he �e~�pe a�~«wd «�: 
            ▪ PROCLAMATION: A¦ i¦� c~�e, ¦he G~��ep i� g~~d weÀ�. Iw ~�de� 
f~� awÂ miwd ~f weÀ� ¦~ be �ha�ed, i¦ v«�¦ be ¦~pd ¦~ ~¦he� �e~�pe. 
Whe¦he� Àe d~ ¦ha¦ ¦h�~«gh ¦he ��~mew ~� À�i¦¦ew À~�d, ¦he G~��ep 
�e�«i�e� «� ¦~ ac¦«appÂ ¦epp �e~�pe Àha¦ Àe ha¿e �eew awd eÁ�e�iewced. 
            ▪ POWER: A� Àe w~¦ed ab~¿e, ¦he G~��ep c~w¦aiw� a �~Àe� app ~f 
i¦� ~Àw. A� ¦he À�i¦e� ~f Heb�eÀ� �aid: “F~� ¦he À~�d ~f G~d i� api¿e awd 
�~Àe�f«p. I¦ i� �ha��e� ¦haw ¦he �ha��e�¦ ¦À~-edged �À~�d, c«¦¦iwg 
be¦Àeew �~«p awd ��i�i¦, be¦Àeew j~iw¦ awd va��~À. I¦ eÁ�~�e� ~«� 
iwwe�v~�¦ ¦h~«gh¦� awd de�i�e�.” We we¿e� �ha�e ¦he G~��ep ~w ~«� ~Àw. 
The �~Àe� ~f b~¦h ¦he Sc�i�¦«�e� awd ¦he S�i�i¦ a�e apÀaÂ� Ài¦h «�.



“…in spite of the severe suffering it brought you.”
  
 ◦ Pa«p Àipp ��eam ab~«¦ ¦hi� �«ffe�iwg v~�e iw-de�¦h iw ¦he weÁ¦ cha�¦e�. 
F~� w~À, i¦’� À~�¦h w~¦iwg ¦ha¦ ¦he G~��ep b�~«gh¦ apv~�¦ ivvedia¦e 
�«ffe�iwg iw¦~ ¦he pi¿e� ~f ¦he The��ap~wiaw�. Th�ee Àeem� iw¦~ Pa«p’� 
viwi�¦�Â, a g�ea¦ �e��ec«¦i~w b�~me ~«¦ iw ¦he ci¦Â. The v~b e¿ew¦«appÂ 
�¦�e¦ched ¦~ ¦he d~~� ~f ¦he ci¦Â c~«wcip bef~�e i¦ aba¦ed. The�e 
Ch�i�¦iaw� had mw~Àw �«ffe�iwg apv~�¦ f�~v ¦he v~vew¦ ¦heÂ Àe�e 
c~w¿e�¦ed.
 

“You imitated both us and the Lord.” 
 
◦ Chipd�ew pea�w f�~v eÁav�pe. BÂ ~b�e�¿iwg awd ivi¦a¦iwg ¦hei� �a�ew¦�, 
¦heÂ pea�w h~À pife i� �«��~�ed ¦~ À~�m. The �ave i� ¦�«e ��i�i¦«appÂ. A� 
¦hi� ch«�ch cave ¦~ mw~À Je�«�, ¦heÂ p~~med ¦~ ¦he v~dep Pa«p, Sipa�, 
awd Tiv~¦hÂ had ��~¿ided. TheÂ w~¦ ~wpÂ pea�wed f�~v ¦hei� ¦eachiwg, 
b«¦ ¦heÂ ¦~~m ¦hei� eÁav�pe ¦~ hea�¦. A� Pa«p Àipp ewc~«�age ¦hev 
¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦hi� pe¦¦e� (I The��ap~wiaw� 3�8-9; 4�10-11), ¦heÂ �iv�pÂ 
weeded ¦~ c~w¦iw«e ~w ¦he �a¦h ¦heÂ had ap�eadÂ �¦a�¦ed ~w. 
        
 ◦ 1 C~�iw¦hiaw� 11�1� “Awd Â~« �h~«pd ivi¦a¦e ve, j«�¦ a� I ivi¦a¦e Ch�i�¦.”

            ▪ PRACTICE: The ¦�aw�f~�viwg G~��ep b�iwg� ab~«¦ ¦�aw�f~�ved 
pi¿e�. A� Àe pi¿e ~«¦ ¦he G~��ep, ~«� daÂ-¦~-daÂ ��ac¦ice� Àipp hep� ~¦he� 
�e~�pe ¦~ �ee ¦he diffe�ewce Je�«� ha� vade iw ~«� pi¿e�. Pa«p Àipp ��ai�e 
¦he The��ap~wiaw� f~� ¦hi� a bi¦ pa¦e�, Àhew he À�i¦e� ¦ha¦ ¦hei� eÁav�pe 
– ¦hei� fai¦h eÁ��e��ed iw fai¦hf«pwe�� – ha� ech~ed ~«¦ iw¦~ ¦he �e�¦ ~f 
Maced~wia awd Achaia. 



1 The��ap~wiaw� 1�8-10� “Awd w~À ¦he À~�d ~f ¦he L~�d i� �iwgiwg ~«¦ 
f�~v Â~« ¦~ �e~�pe e¿e�ÂÀhe�e, e¿ew beÂ~wd Maced~wia awd 
Achaia, f~� Àhe�e¿e� Àe g~ Àe Íwd �e~�pe ¦eppiwg «� ab~«¦ Â~«� 
fai¦h iw G~d. We d~w’¦ weed ¦~ ¦epp ¦hev ab~«¦ i¦, f~� ¦heÂ mee� 
¦apmiwg ab~«¦ ¦he À~wde�f«p Àepc~ve Â~« ga¿e «� awd h~À Â~« 
¦«�wed aÀaÂ f�~v id~p� ¦~ �e�¿e ¦he pi¿iwg awd ¦�«e G~d. Awd ¦heÂ 
��eam ~f h~À Â~« a�e p~~miwg f~�Àa�d ¦~ ¦he c~viwg ~f G~d’� S~w 
f�~v hea¿ew—Je�«�, Àh~v G~d �ai�ed f�~v ¦he dead. He i� ¦he ~we 
Àh~ ha� �e�c«ed «� f�~v ¦he ¦e��~�� ~f ¦he c~viwg j«dgvew¦."

“…f~� Àhe�e¿e� Àe g~ Àe Íwd �e~�pe 
¦eppiwg «� ab~«¦ Â~«� fai¦h iw G~d.”  

 ◦ The Thessalonians not only received 
the Gospel with power, but they also 
shared it with enthusiasm! The word Paul 
uses for “ringing out” literally means an 
“echo” across the region. The 
Thessalonians’ faith reverberated across 
Macedonia – and the churches that heard 
of their faithfulness were encouraged 
and strengthened by the resolve of these 
believers. 

Thi� cha�¦e� f~c«�e� a 
p~¦ ~w ¦he “��i�i¦«ap 
geweap~gÂ” ~f ¦he 
The��ap~wiaw ch«�ch. 
Pa«p b�~«gh¦ ¦hev ¦he 
G~��ep awd ¦heÂ �ha�ed 
i¦ Ài¦h ¦he �«��~«wdiwg 
�egi~w. 

Wha¦’� Â~«� “��i�i¦«ap 
geweap~gÂ” p~~m pime? 
Wh~ Í��¦ �ha�ed ¦he 
G~��ep Ài¦h Â~«?  

◦ The Thessalonians had resolved not to be a terminal link in the spread 
of the Gospel. They wanted to share the word they had received. The 
early persecution they experienced could have been a roadblock to the 
Gospel. Instead, they turned it into a megaphone! 



“…how you turned away from idols to serve the living and true God. 
And they speak of how you are looking forward to the coming of God’s 
Son…”  

 ◦ The �e�«ewce Pa«p ��e�ew¦� he�e ��eam� ¦~ ¦he wa¦«�e ~f ¦he Ch�i�¦iaw 
pife. The The��ap~wiaw� had ¦«�wed f�~v id~p� ¦~ �e�¿e G~d awd ¦~ Àai¦ 
f~� Hi� S~w. Thi� "T«�w • Se�¿e • Wai¦" ��~g�e��i~w gi¿e� «� a ��e¿ieÀ ~f 
�~ve ~f ¦he �«bjec¦� Pa«p Àipp «w�acm ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦hi� pe¦¦e�. The weÁ¦ 
feÀ cha�¦e�� ~f 1 The��ap~wiaw� Àipp f~c«� ~w h~À ¦he The��ap~wiaw� caw 
¦«�w ¦hei� affec¦i~w� v~�e ¦~Àa�d� G~d awd ~we aw~¦he�. T~Àa�d� ¦he 
ewd ~f ¦he pe¦¦e�, Pa«p Àipp ¦apm a¦ pewg¦h ab~«¦ Je�«�’ �e¦«�w awd h~À ~«� 
h~�e iw ¦ha¦ daÂ ¦�aw�f~�v� ¦hi� daÂ. 

 ◦ Iw a �ew�e, ¦he “T«�w • Se�¿e • Wai¦” �e�«ewce ap�~ hep�� each ~f «� ¦~ 
«wde��¦awd ~«� ~Àw fai¦h j~«�weÂ�. The G~��ep capp� «� ¦~ ¦«�w aÀaÂ 
f�~v ¦h~�e fap�e �~«�ce� ~f pife Àe’¿e �«¦ ~«� ¦�«�¦ iw �~ ¦ha¦ Àe caw 
�e�¿e awd f~pp~À ¦he Li¿iwg G~d. A� Àe d~ ¦ha¦, Àe Íwd ~«� h~�e i� 
v~¿ed f�~v ¦h~�e fap�e “id~p�” ¦~ ¦he f«¦«�e Kiwgd~v awd C~viwg ~f Hi� 
S~w. The pife ~f fai¦h i� ¦he ��~g�e��i¿e j~«�weÂ ~f v~¿iwg ~«� ¦�«�¦ awd 
h~�e f�~v ¦he miwgd~v� ~f ¦hi� À~�pd ¦~ ¦he Kiwgd~v ~f G~d.

What are some of the “idols” that have captured your attention and 
imagination?

 How has the Gospel turned your heart from those things and set 
your affections more on Jesus and His Kingdom?  



Almost two millennia after the founding of the church, the 
Gospel continues to ring out across the world. Every day, new 
people come to faith in Jesus Christ. The church of the present 
owes so much to the church of the past. We stand here today 
because the men and women who came before us were faithful.

They were faithful to share their faith across the generations. 
They were faithful to stand strong in the face of persecution. 
They were faithful to make sure that the spread of the Gospel 
didn’t stop with them.

From the church in Thessalonica to the church in Louisville, 
Kentucky, we are a part of a great legacy of faith. 

What will future generations have to say about the legacy we 
leave behind? The story of Jesus’ church didn’t begin with us. 
and we can’t let it end with us! 



“One of the ways that you know that 
the gospel has taken hold of your 
heart is that you care about the 
gospel taking hold of other people's 
hearts. If you don't care about the 
spread of the gospel – if you don't 
care about other people coming to 
faith in Christ as the gospel changes 
their hearts and lives—it's doubtful 
that your life has ever truly been 
changed by the gospel; because those 
who have been transformed by the 
grace of God-who have grasped the 
undeserved, Christ-bought forgiveness 
of God-want everybody to experience 
that.”

- Ligon Duncan



GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

    1. Wha¦ Àa� Â~«� bigge�¦ ¦ameaÀaÂ f�~v ¦he ¿ide~ ¦eachiwg ¦ive?
 Wha¦’� ~we big a��pica¦i~w/iw�igh¦ Â~« Àapmed aÀaÂ Ài¦h? 

    2. Read 1 The��ap~wiaw� 1�1-10. A� Â~« �ead ¦he ~�ewiwg cha�¦e� ~f ¦hi� 
pe¦¦e�, Àha¦ �¦awd� ~«¦ ¦~ Â~«?
 H~À À~«pd Â~« cha�ac¦e�iÉe Pa«p’� �epa¦i~w�hi� Ài¦h ¦hi� ch«�ch?
 H~À d~e� ¦hei� eÁav�pe c~w¦iw«e ¦~ ��eam ¦~ «� ¦~daÂ?  

    3. Caw Â~« ¦�ace awÂ ~f Â~«� “��i�i¦«ap geweap~gÂ”? H~À did Â~« c~ve ¦~ 
fai¦h? Wh~ Í��¦ �ha�ed ¦he G~��ep Ài¦h Â~«? Iw Àha¦ ÀaÂ� ha� ¦hei� 
eÁav�pe c~w¦iw«ed ¦~ v~¦i¿a¦e Â~« f~�Àa�d ~w Â~«� fai¦h j~«�weÂ?  

    4. Sha�iwg ¦he G~��ep i� a va¦¦e� ~f P�~cpava¦i~w, P~Àe�, awd P�ac¦ice. 
The ¦hiwg� Àe �aÂ awd ¦he ÀaÂ Àe pi¿e �ha�e ¦he G~��ep Ài¦h ~¦he��. Which 
~f ¦he�e a�ea� i� ¦he ha�de�¦ f~� Â~«? WhÂ? Wha¦’� ~we �¦e� Â~« caw ¦ame 
¦hi� Àeem ¦~ �ha�e Â~«� fai¦h Ài¦h aw~¦he� �e��~w? 

    5. T~Àa�d� ¦he ewd ~f ¦he cha�¦e�, Pa«p ¦apm� ab~«¦ ¦he �e�«ewce “T«�w ฀ 
Se�¿e ฀ Wai¦.” H~À ha� ¦hi� ��~g�e��i~w deÍwed Â~«� ~Àw ��i�i¦«ap pife? 
Wha¦ Àe�e �~ve ~f ¦he “id~p�” Â~« ha¿e beew ¦ev�¦ed ¦~ �«¦ Â~«� ¦�«�¦ iw? 
H~À ha� Je�«� hep�ed Â~« v~¿e Â~«� h~�e ¦~ Hi� Kiwgd~v iw�¦ead? 

    6. A� Â~« cp~�e, �e�ead 1 The��ap~wiaw� 1�2-3. Wha¦ did Pa«p �evevbe� 
ab~«¦ ¦hi� ch«�ch? Whew �e~�pe ¦hiwm ~f Â~«, Àha¦ d~ Â~« Àaw¦ ¦hev ¦~ 
�evevbe� ab~«¦ Â~«� pife? Wha¦ miwd ~f eÁav�pe d~ Â~« Àaw¦ ¦~ pea¿e 
behiwd? Cp~�e Â~«� ¦ive iw ��aÂe� a�miwg G~d ¦~ �h~À Â~« each h~À ¦~ b«ipd 
¦ha¦ miwd ~f pa�¦iwg pegacÂ.



Our hope is not that we will always 
get it right but that God will never 
forsake his sanctifying work. We 
may be willing to compromise, but 
he never will be. We may give way to 
fear, but he has no fear. We may be 
swindled into not seeing things 
clearly and accurately, but his view 
of us is always perfect. His presence 
and work in and through us is our 
hope, and because it is, we can 
commit ourselves to doing better.”

- Paul David Tripp

Weez TÍ�: S´a�d Íi´h I�´eg¨i´Ó
(1 The¬¬. 2:1-16)
 
 



Pa«p’� iwi¦iap viwi�¦�Â iw The��ap~wica pa�¦ed pe�� ¦haw a v~w¦h. 
Af¦e� ��ewdiwg ¦h�ee Sabba¦h daÂ� ��eachiwg ¦he G~��ep iw ¦he 
p~cap �Âwag~g«e, ¦he �epigi~«� peade�� had hea�d ew~«gh. TheÂ 
�¦a�¦ed a �i~¦ iw ¦he ci¦Â, e¿ew¦«appÂ d�aggiwg a bepie¿e� waved 
Ja�~w iw f�~w¦ ~f ¦he ci¦Â c~«wcip. Whipe Ja�~w Àa� e¿ew¦«appÂ 
�epea�ed, i¦ becave cpea� ¦ha¦ ¦he v~b À~«pd w~¦ be �a¦i�Íed 
«w¦ip ¦heÂ had Pa«p awd Sipa� iw ¦hei� �~��e��i~w. Fea�iwg f~� hi� 
�afe¦Â, ¦he The��ap~wiaw� �«icmpÂ awd �«ie¦pÂ e�c~�¦ed ¦he 
e¿awgepi�¦� ¦~ Be�ea, ¦he weÁ¦ ci¦Â ~w ¦hei� vi��i~wa�Â j~«�weÂ. 

Pa«p awd Sipa�’ �«ddew de�a�¦«�e c�ea¦ed a peade��hi� ¿ac««v iw 
¦he Â~«wg ch«�ch. O��~�¦«wi�¦ic fap�e ¦eache�� �«icmpÂ �À~~�ed 
iw awd a¦¦ev�¦ed ¦~ c~��«�¦ ¦hei� d~c¦�iwe awd fai¦h. M~�e ¦haw 
¦ha¦, ¦heÂ ¦�ied ¦~ «wde�viwe Pa«p’� viwi�¦�Â iw ¦he ci¦Â. TheÂ 
cpaived ¦ha¦ he had abawd~wed ¦he ch«�ch a¦ ¦he Í��¦ �igw ~f 
¦�~«bpe. T~ hea� ¦hev ¦epp i¦, Pa«p didw’¦ �eappÂ ca�e ab~«¦ ¦he 
The��ap~wiaw Ch�i�¦iaw�. He ~wpÂ ca�ed ab~«¦ hiv�epf. TheÂ 
acc«�ed hiv ~f ¦�Âiwg ¦~ iwc�ea�e hi� ~Àw fave awd piwe hi� ~Àw 
�~cme¦�. Ra¦he� ¦haw igw~�iwg ¦he�e fap�e acc«�a¦i~w�, Pa«p 
decided ¦~ �e¦ ¦he �ec~�d �¦�aigh¦. 



1 The��ap~wiaw� 2�1-6� "Y~« Â~«��ep¿e� mw~À, dea� b�~¦he�� awd 
�i�¦e��, ¦ha¦ ~«� ¿i�i¦ ¦~ Â~« Àa� w~¦ a faip«�e. Y~« mw~À h~À 
badpÂ Àe had beew ¦�ea¦ed a¦ Phipi��i j«�¦ bef~�e Àe cave ¦~ 
Â~« awd h~À v«ch Àe �«ffe�ed ¦he�e. Ye¦ ~«� G~d ga¿e «� ¦he 
c~«�age ¦~ decpa�e hi� G~~d NeÀ� ¦~ Â~« b~pdpÂ, iw ��i¦e ~f 
g�ea¦ ~��~�i¦i~w. S~ Â~« caw �ee Àe Àe�e w~¦ ��eachiwg Ài¦h 
awÂ decei¦ ~� iv�«�e v~¦i¿e� ~� ¦�icme�Â. F~� Àe ��eam a� 
ve��ewge�� a���~¿ed bÂ G~d ¦~ be ew¦�«�¦ed Ài¦h ¦he G~~d 
NeÀ�. O«� �«��~�e i� ¦~ �pea�e G~d, w~¦ �e~�pe. He ap~we 
eÁaviwe� ¦he v~¦i¿e� ~f ~«� hea�¦�. Ne¿e� ~wce did Àe ¦�Â ¦~ 
Àiw Â~« Ài¦h Îa¦¦e�Â, a� Â~« Àepp mw~À. Awd G~d i� ~«� 
Ài¦we�� ¦ha¦ Àe Àe�e w~¦ ��e¦ewdiwg ¦~ be Â~«� f�iewd� j«�¦ ¦~ 
ge¦ Â~«� v~weÂ! A� f~� h«vaw ��ai�e, Àe ha¿e we¿e� �~«gh¦ i¦ 
f�~v Â~« ~� awÂ~we ep�e."

“Y~« mw~À h~À badpÂ Àe had beew ¦�ea¦ed a¦ Phipi��i…”
  
◦The G~��ep’� f~~¦h~pd iw Maced~wia did w~¦ c~ve Ài¦h~«¦ c~�¦. Pa«p 
awd Sipa� ewc~«w¦e�ed �e��ec«¦i~w iw wea�pÂ e¿e�Â ci¦Â ¦heÂ �e¦ f~~¦ iw. 
Iw Phipi��i, ¦heÂ Àe�e iv��i�~wed af¦e� heapiwg a dev~w-�~��e��ed gi�p. 
Thei� wigh¦ iw jaip ewded Àhew G~d vi�ac«p~«�pÂ �h~~m ¦he ��i�~w d~~�� 
~ff ¦hei� hiwge�. The ci¦Â ~fÍciap� ¦hew a�med ¦he vi��i~wa�ie� ¦~ pea¿e 
(Ac¦� 16�16-40). Thei� ab�«�¦ de�a�¦«�e f�~v Phipi��i �«¦ Pa«p awd SIpa� 
~w a c~ppi�i~w c~«��e Ài¦h The��ap~wica. 



“You know how badly we had been treated at Philippi…”
  
◦ Pa«p «�e� a ¦�ifec¦a ~f À~�d� ¦~ highpigh¦ diffe�ew¦ a��ec¦� ~f hi� 
¦eav’� iw¦eg�i¦Â. Whew ¦heÂ ��eached ¦~ ¦he The��ap~wicaw�, ¦heÂ did 
�~ Ài¦h~«¦ awÂ hiw¦ ~f iv�«�i¦Â ~� iv��~��ie¦Â: 
 
            ▪ “DECEIT” |  The À~�d «�ed he�e ca��ie� ¦he idea ~f �epf-
dece�¦i~w. Pa«p awd Sipa� ��eached ~«¦ ~f a c~w¿ic¦i~w ¦ha¦ ¦he ve��age 
¦heÂ ca��ied Àa� ¦�«e. TheÂ hadw’¦ beew decei¿ed bÂ a fap�e g~��ep ~� 
c~w¿iwced ¦hev�ep¿e� ¦~ evb�ace a pie. Thei� viwi�¦�Â g�eÀ ~«¦ ~f a 
�iwce�e c~w¿ic¦i~w ~f ¦he G~��ep’� ¦�«�¦À~�¦hiwe��. 
 
            ▪ “IMPURE MOTIVES” | The À~�d Pa«p ha� iw viwd he�e i� a 
gewe�ap À~�d f~� iv�«�i¦Â, ~f¦ew Ài¦h a �eÁ«ap c~ww~¦a¦i~w. I¦ Àa�w’¦ 
«wc~vv~w iw ¦ha¦ daÂ f~� i¦iwe�aw¦ c«p¦ peade�� ¦~ vame ¦hei� ÀaÂ f�~v 
ci¦Â ¦~ ci¦Â, �ed«ciwg p~wepÂ awd ¿«pwe�abpe À~vew ap~wg ¦he ÀaÂ. The 
vi��i~wa�Â ¦eav iw The��ap~wica hadw’¦ cha�ed af¦e� awÂ Íwawciap ~� 
�hÂ�icap beweÍ¦�, di�¦iwg«i�hiwg ¦hev f�~v ¦he�e miwd ~f cha�pa¦aw�.
  
            ▪ “TRICKERY” | Thi� Íwap À~�d ��eam� ~f ~«¦�igh¦ di�h~we�¦Â. 
Pa«p awd Sipa� hadw’¦ pied ¦~ ¦he The��ap~wiaw�. TheÂ hadw’¦ ��«w 
epab~�a¦e fai�Â ¦ape� ~� fabpe�.  TheÂ hadw’¦ ¦�ied ¦~ c~w¿iwce ¦he 
The��ap~wiaw bepie¿e�� ¦~ de¿~¦e ¦hei� pi¿e� ¦~ a pie. Pa«p’� viwi�¦�Â ¦eav 
Àaw¦ed ¦hi� ch«�ch ¦~ j~iw ¦hev iw a pife ~f ¦�«e fai¦h awd fai¦hf«pwe��. 

Look again at those three words Paul uses to describe the kinds of 

impure motives his team shunned. Which of those temptations do 

you struggle with the most? Why?   



“O«� �«��~�e i� ¦~ �pea�e G~d, w~¦ �e~�pe.” 
   
◦ This refrain echoes throughout the book of Acts. When standing trial 
in front of the Sanhedrin in Acts 4, Peter and John challenged the 
Jewish ruling authorities with a similar sentiment: “Do you think God 
wants us to obey you rather than Him?” (Acts 4�19). Like the apostles 
before them, Paul and Silas were chasing the applause of heaven rather 
than the applause of men. 

1 The��ap~wiaw� 2�1-6� "Y~« Â~«��ep¿e� 
mw~À, dea� b�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e��, ¦ha¦ ~«� 
¿i�i¦ ¦~ Â~« Àa� w~¦ a faip«�e. Y~« mw~À 
h~À badpÂ Àe had beew ¦�ea¦ed a¦ Phipi��i 
j«�¦ bef~�e Àe cave ¦~ Â~« awd h~À v«ch 
Àe �«ffe�ed ¦he�e. Ye¦ ~«� G~d ga¿e «� ¦he 
c~«�age ¦~ decpa�e hi� G~~d NeÀ� ¦~ Â~« 
b~pdpÂ, iw ��i¦e ~f g�ea¦ ~��~�i¦i~w. S~ Â~« 
caw �ee Àe Àe�e w~¦ ��eachiwg Ài¦h awÂ 
decei¦ ~� iv�«�e v~¦i¿e� ~� ¦�icme�Â. F~� 
Àe ��eam a� ve��ewge�� a���~¿ed bÂ G~d 
¦~ be ew¦�«�¦ed Ài¦h ¦he G~~d NeÀ�. O«� 
�«��~�e i� ¦~ �pea�e G~d, w~¦ �e~�pe. He 
ap~we eÁaviwe� ¦he v~¦i¿e� ~f ~«� hea�¦�. 
Ne¿e� ~wce did Àe ¦�Â ¦~ Àiw Â~« Ài¦h 
Îa¦¦e�Â, a� Â~« Àepp mw~À. Awd G~d i� ~«� 
Ài¦we�� ¦ha¦ Àe Àe�e w~¦ ��e¦ewdiwg ¦~ be 
Â~«� f�iewd� j«�¦ ¦~ ge¦ Â~«� v~weÂ! A� f~� 
h«vaw ��ai�e, Àe ha¿e we¿e� �~«gh¦ i¦ 
f�~v Â~« ~� awÂ~we ep�e."



“…we were like children among you.”    

◦ Familial language fills this section 
of the letter. Paul first says that the 
missionaries were like children 
among the Thessalonians. Then, he 
compares their efforts to a mother 
feeding her young child. Later, he 
will tell them that they “treated 
each of you as a father treats his 
own children.” Paul’s ministry 
among the Thessalonians was filled 
with affection and care. He didn’t 
enter the city trying to build a 
following; he was looking to build a 
family. 
 
◦ This concept of the church as a 
family permeates the letters to the 
Thessalonian church. All told, Paul 
will address the church as his 
“brothers and sisters” a total of 27 
times across the two letters – 18 
times in 1 Thessalonians alone! 
 
Michael W. Holmes: “For some believers, the loss of family 
relationships was part of the price of accepting the Gospel. In this 
light Paul’s extensive use of parental and family images is significant. 
Through the use of such language, he essentially portrays the 
congregation as a new family, whose relationships substitute for those 
that have been broken or lost.” 



“…we were like children among you.”    “We pleaded with you, encouraged you, and urged you…” 
   
◦  Owce agaiw, Pa«p �¦acm� ¦h�ee À~�d� ¦~ge¦he� ¦~ ��eam ~f hi� viwi�¦�Â 
¦~ ¦he The��ap~wiaw�. Each ~f ¦he�e ¦e�v� hep�� �aiw¦ a �ic¦«�e ~f h~À 
Pa«p �a�¦~�ed ¦he ch«�che� he �paw¦ed ~w hi� vi��i~wa�Â j~«�weÂ�:
  
            ▪ “PLEADED” |  The À~�d «�ed he�e i� ¦he �ave À~�d «�ed ¦~ 
de�c�ibe ¦he H~pÂ S�i�i¦ a� ~«� “C~«w�ep~�” ~� “Ad¿~ca¦e.” Pa«p pimepÂ 
«�e� ¦he À~�d he�e pe�� iw i¦� c~vf~�¦iwg �ew�e awd v~�e iw ¦he �ew�e ~f 
gi¿iwg ad¿ice (~� e¿ew Àa�wiwg �~ve~we ~f dawge�). He ��~me ¦~ ¦he 
The��ap~wiaw� ab~«¦ ¦he ¿e�Â �eap ��i�i¦«ap dawge�� iw ¦hi� �hÂ�icap 
À~�pd. 
 
            ▪ “ENCOURAGED” | Ca��ie� ¦he idea ~f c~vf~�¦iwg awd 
�ea��«�iwg a �e��~w ¦~ �¦aÂ ~w ¦he �igh¦ �a¦h. Th�~«gh~«¦ ¦he�e pe¦¦e��, 
Pa«p Àipp chappewge ¦he The��ap~wiaw� bepie¿e�� ¦~ �¦aÂ ¦�«e ¦~ Àha¦ ¦heÂ 
mw~À awd c~w¦iw«e ~w ¦he �a¦h ~f h~piwe�� ¦ha¦ ha� beew �e¦ bef~�e 
¦hev. 
  
            ▪ “URGED” | Pa«p he�e «�e� ¦he À~�d ¦ha¦ de�c�ibe� a “Ài¦we��” 
(awd f�~v Àhich Àe ge¦ ¦he À~�d “va�¦Â�”). A� ¦heÂ ¦a«gh¦ ¦he 
The��ap~wiaw�, Pa«p’� ¦eav �ha�ed ¦he ¦hiwg� ¦heÂ had �eew awd 
eÁ�e�iewced. TheÂ «�ged ¦he�e weÀ bepie¿e�� f~�Àa�d bÂ �ha�iwg ¦hei� 
~Àw eÁ�e�iewce� ~f Je�«� awd Àha¦ He had d~we iw ¦hei� pi¿e�. 



“Therefore, we never stop thanking God…”
    
  ◦ 1 The��ap~wiaw� 2�13 va�m� ¦he �ec~wd ~f ¦h�ee “¦hawm�gi¿iwg�” iw ¦he 
pe¦¦e�. He�e, Pa«p ~ffe�� ¦hawm� ¦ha¦ ¦he The��ap~wiaw� acce�¦ed ¦he 
W~�d ~f G~d Àhew ¦heÂ Í��¦ hea�d i¦. Thi� Í¦� Ài¦h ¦he ¦hawm�gi¿iwg he 
~ffe�� iw ~¦he� �a�¦� ~f ¦he pe¦¦e�, a� he eÁ��e��e� hi� g�a¦i¦«de f~� 
¦he�e bepie¿e��: 
            ▪ 1 The��ap~wiaw� 1�2-3� “We apÀaÂ� ¦hawm G~d f~� app ~f Â~« awd 
��aÂ f~� Â~« c~w�¦aw¦pÂ. A� Àe ��aÂ ¦~ ~«� G~d awd Fa¦he� ab~«¦ Â~«, 
Àe ¦hiwm ~f Â~«� fai¦hf«p À~�m, Â~«� p~¿iwg deed�, awd ¦he ewd«�iwg 
h~�e Â~« ha¿e…”
            ▪ 1 The��ap~wiaw� 3�9� “H~À Àe ¦hawm G~d f~� Â~«! Beca«�e ~f 
Â~« Àe ha¿e g�ea¦ j~Â a� Àe ew¦e� G~d’� ��e�ewce.”

In what ways is the church like a family? What does this mean for 

the ways we treat one another? How have you experienced this 

kind of relationship in your own life?  



1 Thessalonians 2�14-16� “And then, dear brothers and sisters, you 
suffered persecution from your own countrymen. In this way, you 
imitated the believers in God’s churches in Judea who, because of 
their belief in Christ Jesus, suffered from their own people, the 
Jews. For some of the Jews killed the prophets, and some even 
killed the Lord Jesus. Now they have persecuted us, too. They fail 
to please God and work against all humanity as they try to keep 
us from preaching the Good News of salvation to the Gentiles. By 
doing this, they continue to pile up their sins. But the anger of 
God has caught up with them at last."

“…you imitated the believers in God’s churches…”
     
◦ Pa«p ha� ��ew¦ v«ch ~f ¦hi� cha�¦e� ¦apmiwg ab~«¦ �~ve ~f ¦he iw¦e�wap 
�¦�«ggpe� ¦ha¦ caw Ígh¦ agaiw�¦ ~«� iw¦eg�i¦Â. He�e, he ¦«�w� hi� 
a¦¦ew¦i~w ¦~ ¦he eÁ¦e�wap f~�ce� cp~�iwg iw a�~«wd ¦he The��ap~wiaw�. 
The �e��ec«¦i~w ¦ha¦ had ���«wg «� iw ¦hei� ci¦Â didw’¦ ewd Àhew Pa«p 
awd Sipa� pef¦. The ch«�ch had beew deapiwg Ài¦h difÍc«p¦Â �iwce ¦hei� 
iwce�¦i~w. 
 
 ◦ Pa«p �eviwd� ¦he Ch�i�¦iaw� iw The��ap~wica ¦ha¦ ¦hei� �«ffe�iwg 
vame� ¦hev a �a�¦ ~f a g�ea¦ he�i¦age. The ea�pÂ ch«�ch �«ffe�ed Àhew 
¦heÂ begaw ��eachiwg ¦he G~��ep. Ac¦� i� Ípped Ài¦h ¦he �¦~�ie� ~f h~À 
¦he ea�pÂ Ch�i�¦iaw� faced �«ffe�iwg f�~v b~¦h ¦he JeÀi�h a«¦h~�i¦ie� 
awd ¦he R~vaw g~¿e�wvew¦. M~�e iv�~�¦aw¦pÂ, ¦he The��ap~wiaw�’ 
�«ffe�iwg idew¦iÍe� ¦hev Ài¦h Je�«� Hiv�epf. Thei� �«ffe�iwg i� j«�¦ 
aw~¦he� ÀaÂ iw Àhich ¦heÂ a�e f~pp~Àiwg Hi� eÁav�pe. 



“For some of the Jews…”
      
  ◦ The�e À~�d� vaÂ �~«wd ab�a�i¿e ¦~ ~«� v~de�w ea��. The�e ha¿e 
e¿ew beew �~ve Àh~ ha¿e «�ed �a��age� pime ¦hi� ~we ¦~ acc«�e Pa«p ~f 
aw¦i-Sevi¦i�v. The�e a�e a c~«�pe ¦hiwg� Àe v«�¦ mee� iw viwd, 
h~Àe¿e�: 
            ▪ Pa«p Àa�w’¦ ��eamiwg ab~«¦ a ��eciÍc g�~«� ~f �e~�pe iw a 
��eciÍc �pace a¦ a ��eciÍc ¦ive. The ~��~�i¦i~w iw The��ap~wica had 
beew �¦a�¦ed bÂ ¦he �Âwag~g«e peade��. Pa«p i� w~¦ ��eamiwg ab~«¦ 
JeÀi�h �e~�pe b�~adpÂ, b«¦ ab~«¦ a �a�¦ic«pa� g�~«� ~f iw�¦iga¦~��. 
            ▪ Pa«p had a g�ea¦ c~wce�w awd p~¿e f~� ¦he JeÀi�h �e~�pe. A� a 
JeÀ hiv�epf, Pa«p ~f¦ew ¦apmed ab~«¦ h~À He À~«pd gi¿e awÂ¦hiwg he 
c~«pd iw ~�de� f~� hi� �e~�pe ¦~ c~ve ¦~ fai¦h iw Ch�i�¦ (�ee R~vaw� 9�1-
3; 10�1).

“But the anger of God has caught up with them at last.”
       
◦ Pa«p d~e�w’¦ ewc~«�age ¦he The��ap~wiaw� ¦~ ¦ame ¿ewgeawce ~w ¦hei� 
~Àw. Iw�¦ead, he ewc~«�age� ¦hev ¦~ ¦�«�¦ iw ¦he j«�¦ice ~f G~d. TheÂ 
weed w~¦ �¦awd «� ¦~ ¦hei� ~���e��~��, beca«�e ¦heÂ caw ha¿e 
c~wÍdewce ¦ha¦ G~d Àipp ~we daÂ vame app ¦hiwg� �igh¦. Thi� h~�e 
c~ve� v~�e iw¦~ f~c«� iw 2 The��ap~wiaw�. 
 
 ◦ 2 The��ap~wiaw� 1�6-7� “G~d i� j«�¦: He Àipp �aÂ bacm ¦�~«bpe ¦~ ¦h~�e 
Àh~ ¦�~«bpe Â~« awd gi¿e �epief ¦~ Â~« Àh~ a�e ¦�~«bped, awd ¦~ «� a� 
Àepp. Thi� Àipp ha��ew Àhew ¦he L~�d Je�«� i� �e¿eaped f�~v hea¿ew iw 
bpaÉiwg Í�e Ài¦h hi� �~Àe�f«p awgep�.”



The word ‘integrity’ comes from the same word from which we 
get the terms ‘integer’ or ‘integrated.’ At its root, it refers to 
something that is whole. There are any number of ways this 
world can divide and dis-integrate our souls. Sometimes, those 
pressures come from outside of us. We deal with slander, gossip, 
and persecution. The things others say about us – not to 

mention the actions they take against us – have a way of cutting 
us in two. Other times, the blades come from within. Our own 
sinfulness and selfishness threatens to tear us apart from the 
inside. No one wants to live a divided life. Walking with integrity, 
then, requires us to have an eye on what’s going on around us 
and within us. In those times when we feel like our soul is full of 
holes, we can turn to the one who promises to make us whole. 



GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

    1. What was your biggest takeaway from the video teaching time? What’s 
one big application/insight you walked away with? 

    2. Read 1 Thessalonians 2�1-12? How does Paul describe his ministry among 
the Thessalonians? What words would you use to describe his integrity in 
leading this church? Is this same kind of integrity common in our world 
today? Why or why not?

    3. What familial words does Paul use to describe his relationship with the 
Thessalonicans? What do each of these references teach us about what 
relationships should look like in the church? Have you experienced these 
kinds of relationships in the church? In what ways is the church like a family?   

    4. Read 1 Thessalonians 2�13-16. What kind of persecution had the 
Thessalonicans endured since they first came to faith? How did this 
persecution identify them with both the early church and with Jesus? What 
are some of the sources of opposition the church faces today? How do we 
stand firm in the face of those things?  

    5. This passage speaks of both the internal and external threats to our 
integrity. He can be tempted to compromise because of our own sinful desires 
and because of the sinful actions of people around us. Which of these 
temptations is the greatest in your spiritual life? Why? How do we stand firm 
from the attacks from within us and outside us? 

    6. As you close, reread 1 Thessalonians 2�13. What does Paul thank God for 
in the lives of the Thessalonians? What assurance does he offer them in the 
last sentence? Close your time together in prayer, asking God to give you 
each the same assurance that His Word will continue its work in your life.



We cannot grow in grace, and cannot 
become more mature in Christ, without one 
another. We can't grow to Christian maturity 
apart from one another because so much of 
our growth is in our relationships with one 
another-in the heartbreak of being let down 
and having to forgive; in the difficulty of 
having to walk alongside friends in Christ 
who are under enormous burdens; in the 
give and take of normal life where we defer 
to one another and seek to serve one 
another and bear with one another, and all 
of those other dynamics of life.

- Ligon Duncan

Week Three: Stand for Love
(1 Thess. 2:17-3:13)
 
 



Paul’s letters to the church in Thessalonica are undoubtedly his 
most affectionate. From his opening words of thanksgiving to his 
repeated desire to get back and see them in person, Paul is not 
shy about his love and delight in this congregation.



Paul loves them like a brother. He encourages and nurtures them 
like a mother. He challenges and disciplines them like a father. In 
everything he does and writes, Paul wanted to see his church 
family thrive and flourish in their faith. 

It's easy for us to think of church as a place where we go. In fact, 

when we hear the word ‘church,’ most of us probably think of a 
steepled building where people gather for weekly worship and 
the occasional special service. But, the church isn’t a place to go; 
it’s a family to belong to. We weren’t created to do life alone. We 
weren’t meant to live life in isolation. We were born into families 
that were supposed to care for us as we grew up. Those built-in 
communities shape and form the people we become. In the same 
way, God gave us a spiritual family in the church. Just as our 
physical families help us to grow and mature, so too does this 
spiritual family help us become who were are meant to be in 

Christ. 

It’s clear he doesn’t see this 
church as an organization or 
club; the church in 
Thessalonica is his family. 



1 The��ap~wiaw� 2�17-30� "Dea� b�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e��, af¦e� Àe 
Àe�e �e�a�a¦ed f�~v Â~« f~� a pi¦¦pe Àhipe (¦h~«gh ~«� hea�¦� 
we¿e� pef¦ Â~«), Àe ¦�ied ¿e�Â ha�d ¦~ c~ve bacm beca«�e ~f ~«� 
iw¦ew�e p~wgiwg ¦~ �ee Â~« agaiw. We Àaw¦ed ¿e�Â v«ch ¦~ 
c~ve ¦~ Â~«, awd I, Pa«p, ¦�ied agaiw awd agaiw, b«¦ Sa¦aw 
��e¿ew¦ed «�. Af¦e� app, Àha¦ gi¿e� «� h~�e awd j~Â, awd Àha¦ 
Àipp be ~«� ��~«d �eÀa�d awd c�~Àw a� Àe �¦awd bef~�e ~«� 
L~�d Je�«� Àhew he �e¦«�w�? I¦ i� Â~«! Ye�, Â~« a�e ~«� ��ide 
awd j~Â.”

“…b«¦ Sa¦aw ��e¿ew¦ed «�.”
   
◦ Oddly enough, the story of the church in Thessalonica began with 
an interruption to Paul’s plans. He intended to take his team to 
preach the Gospel in Asia, a move the Holy Spirit prevented (Acts 
16�6). A vision of a Macedonian man asking for help prompted Paul to 
change his itinerary and go to the region of Macedonia (of which 
Thessalonica was the capital).
 
 ◦ Here, Paul blames the delay in his return not on the Spirit, but on 
Satan. It’s unclear why Paul attributes this delay to the Enemy, 
though it may have to do with his persecutors chasing him around 
Macedonia (Acts 17�13). Other commentators have suggested that the 
delay may have to do with Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 
12�7), though Paul makes no explicit mention of that affliction here. 



“…what will be our proud reward and crown?”
    
 ◦ The �ic¦«�e Pa«p ivagiwe� he�e i� a� ��~f~«wd a� i¦ i� bea«¦if«p. He 
ivagiwe� �¦awdiwg bef~�e Je�«� awd b~a�¦iwg ab~«¦ ¦he The��ap~wiaw� 
awd Àha¦ ¦heÂ ha¿e veaw¦ ¦~ Hiv. M~�e ¦haw ¦ha¦, he ¦epp� ¦hi� ch«�ch 
¦ha¦ ¦heÂ a�e hi� “�eÀa�d” iw ¦he L~�d. Hi� p~¿e f~� ¦hi� c~wg�ega¦i~w 
Àa� �~ dee� ¦ha¦ i¦ Àa� a� ¦h~«gh ¦heÂ Àe�e hi� ~Àw �e��~wap �eÀa�d 
f~� �e�¿iwg Je�«�. 
 
◦ Ch�i� Da¿i�: “Pa«p’� “b~a�¦” ~� beiwg “��~«d” ~� “c�~Àw ~f b~a�¦iwg” 
¦�aw�pa¦e� ¦he À~�d ma«chēva. I¦ i� a À~�d Pa«p «�e� ¦~ de�c�ibe �iwf«p 
b~a�¦iwg a� Àepp a� g~dpÂ b~a�¦iwg. The pa¦¦e� ca��ie� app ~f ¦he 
eÁ«p¦a¦i~w awd ��ide ~f �iwf«p b~a�¦iwg Ài¦h w~we ~f ¦he c~��«�¦ed �epf-
f~c«�. Thi� vaÂ be difÍc«p¦ f~� «� ¦~ ivagiwe, �iwce ~«� �vappe�¦ awd 
�iv�pe�¦ ac¦� caw be iwÍp¦�a¦ed bÂ �epf-eÁap¦a¦i~w. B«¦ if Â~« ha¿e e¿e� 
�eew ¦he v~vew¦ Àhew a weÀ v~¦he� �h~À� he� �a�ew¦� ¦hei� 
g�awdchipd f~� ¦he Í��¦ ¦ive, Â~« mw~À ¦ha¦ g«ipepe��, g�a¦ef«p j~Â ¦ha¦ 
cha�ac¦e�iÉe� ¦he g~~d miwd ~f ma«chēva.”



1 The��ap~wiaw� 2�17-30� “FiwappÂ, Àhew Àe c~«pd �¦awd i¦ w~ p~wge�, 
Àe decided ¦~ �¦aÂ ap~we iw A¦hew�, awd Àe �ew¦ Tiv~¦hÂ ¦~ ¿i�i¦ 
Â~«. He i� ~«� b�~¦he� awd G~d’� c~-À~�me� iw ��~cpaiviwg ¦he 
G~~d NeÀ� ~f Ch�i�¦. We �ew¦ hiv ¦~ �¦�ewg¦hew Â~«, ¦~ ewc~«�age 
Â~« iw Â~«� fai¦h, awd ¦~ mee� Â~« f�~v beiwg �hamew bÂ ¦he 
¦�~«bpe� Â~« Àe�e g~iwg ¦h�~«gh. B«¦ Â~« mw~À ¦ha¦ Àe a�e 
de�¦iwed f~� �«ch ¦�~«bpe�. E¿ew Àhipe Àe Àe�e Ài¦h Â~«, Àe 
Àa�wed Â~« ¦ha¦ ¦�~«bpe� À~«pd �~~w c~ve—awd ¦heÂ did, a� Â~« 
Àepp mw~À. Tha¦ i� ÀhÂ, Àhew I c~«pd bea� i¦ w~ p~wge�, I �ew¦ 
Tiv~¦hÂ ¦~ Íwd ~«¦ Àhe¦he� Â~«� fai¦h Àa� �¦ipp �¦�~wg. I Àa� 
af�aid ¦ha¦ ¦he ¦ev�¦e� had g~¦¦ew ¦he be�¦ ~f Â~« awd ¦ha¦ ~«� 
À~�m had beew «�epe��. B«¦ w~À Tiv~¦hÂ ha� j«�¦ �e¦«�wed, 
b�iwgiwg «� g~~d weÀ� ab~«¦ Â~«� fai¦h awd p~¿e. He �e�~�¦� ¦ha¦ 
Â~« apÀaÂ� �evevbe� ~«� ¿i�i¦ Ài¦h j~Â awd ¦ha¦ Â~« Àaw¦ ¦~ �ee 
«� a� v«ch a� Àe Àaw¦ ¦~ �ee Â~«. S~ Àe ha¿e beew g�ea¦pÂ 
ewc~«�aged iw ¦he vid�¦ ~f ~«� ¦�~«bpe� awd �«ffe�iwg, dea� 
b�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e��, beca«�e Â~« ha¿e �evaiwed �¦�~wg iw Â~«� 
fai¦h. I¦ gi¿e� «� weÀ pife ¦~ mw~À ¦ha¦ Â~« a�e �¦awdiwg Í�v iw ¦he 
L~�d.” 

“…Àe �ew¦ Tiv~¦hÂ ¦~ ¿i�i¦ Â~«.”
    
◦ Ac¦� 16�1-3� “Pa«p cave ¦~ De�be awd ¦hew ¦~ LÂ�¦�a, Àhe�e a di�ci�pe 
waved Tiv~¦hÂ pi¿ed, Àh~�e v~¦he� Àa� JeÀi�h awd a bepie¿e� b«¦ 
Àh~�e fa¦he� Àa� a G�eem. The bepie¿e�� a¦ LÂ�¦�a awd Ic~wi«v ��~me 
Àepp ~f hiv. Pa«p Àaw¦ed ¦~ ¦ame hiv ap~wg ~w ¦he j~«�weÂ…”



“…bringing us good news…”
     
◦ Pa«p’� «�e ~f ¦he �h�a�e “g~~d weÀ�” he�e i� ~we ~f ¦he v~�¦ iw¦�ig«iwg 
fea¦«�e� ~f ¦he�e pe¦¦e��. Pa«p «�e� ¦he G�eem À~�d f~� ‘G~��ep’ ¦~ ¦apm 
ab~«¦ ¦he g~~d �e�~�¦ ¦ha¦ Tiv~¦hÂ b�~«gh¦ bacm f�~v The��ap~wica. 
Thi� i� ¦he ~wpÂ ¦ive iw ¦he NeÀ Te�¦avew¦ Àhe�e ¦he ¦e�v “g~��ep” i� 
«�ed ¦~ de�c�ibe �~ve¦hiwg ~¦he� ¦haw ¦he g~~d weÀ� ~f Je�«� Ch�i�¦. 
Pa«p Àa� �~ ewc~«�aged bÂ ¦he �e�~�¦ f�~v ¦hi� bep~¿ed c~wg�ega¦i~w 
¦ha¦ i¦ Àa� a� ¦h~«gh he Àa� hea�iwg ¦he G~��ep ve��age aweÀ! 

◦ A¦ ¦hi� �~iw¦, Tiv~¦hÂ Àa� �~veÀhe�e a�~«wd 20-Âea��-~pd. A 
�epa¦i¿epÂ weÀ addi¦i~w ¦~ Pa«p’� vi��i~wa�Â c~v�awi~w�, Tiv~¦hÂ had 
�ecew¦pÂ j~iwed ¦he ¦eav Àhew ¦heÂ �a��ed ¦h�~«gh LÂ�¦�a ~wpÂ a feÀ 
v~w¦h� ��i~�. Th~«gh he Àa� Â~«wg, hi� va¦«�i¦Â iw b~¦h pife awd fai¦h 
vade hiv a ¦�«�¦ed c~v�awi~w. E¿ew w~À, �~ ea�pÂ iw hi� viwi�¦�Â, Pa«p 
awd Sipa� ew¦�«�¦ed hiv Ài¦h ¿i�i¦iwg ¦he The��ap~wiaw� Àhew ¦heÂ 
c~«pd w~¦. 



“It gives us new life to know that you are standing firm in the Lord.”
      
◦ Another hallmark of this letter is the fact that Paul so often commends 
the Thessalonian Christians, encouraging them to stand in their faith 
and continue walking in their current path. He reassures them that, 
even in his absence, they are firmly standing in the faith and in the Lord 
(see also 1 Thess. 1�2-3; 3�12; 4�1, 9-10; 5�11). This theme continues in 2 
Thessalonians, as well!
 
◦ 2 Thessalonians 2�14-15� “He called you to salvation when we told you 
the Good News; now you can share in the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. With all these things in mind, dear brothers and sisters, stand 
firm and keep a strong grip on the teaching we passed on to you both 
in person and by letter.”

Who is one person in 

your life who could use 

an encouraging 

word/message? Using 

Paul’s words in 1 

Thessalonians 3 as a 

guide, send them an 

encouraging card.    



1 The��ap~wiaw� 3�9-13� “H~À Àe ¦hawm G~d f~� Â~«! Beca«�e ~f Â~« 
Àe ha¿e g�ea¦ j~Â a� Àe ew¦e� G~d’� ��e�ewce. Nigh¦ awd daÂ Àe 
��aÂ ea�we�¦pÂ f~� Â~«, a�miwg G~d ¦~ pe¦ «� �ee Â~« agaiw ¦~ Ípp ¦he 
ga�� iw Â~«� fai¦h. MaÂ G~d ~«� Fa¦he� awd ~«� L~�d Je�«� b�iwg «� 
¦~ Â~« ¿e�Â �~~w. Awd vaÂ ¦he L~�d vame Â~«� p~¿e f~� ~we 
aw~¦he� awd f~� app �e~�pe g�~À awd ~¿e�Î~À, j«�¦ a� ~«� p~¿e f~� 
Â~« ~¿e�Î~À�. MaÂ He, a� a �e�«p¦, vame Â~«� hea�¦� �¦�~wg, 
bpavepe��, awd h~pÂ a� Â~« �¦awd bef~�e G~d ~«� Fa¦he� Àhew ~«� 
L~�d Je�«� c~ve� agaiw Ài¦h app hi� h~pÂ �e~�pe. Avew."

“Nigh¦ awd daÂ Àe ��aÂ ea�we�¦pÂ f~� Â~«, a�miwg G~d…¦~ Ípp ¦he 
ga�� iw Â~«� fai¦h.”  
 
◦ This final section in chapter 3 records Paul’s genuine and heartfelt 
prayer for the believers in Thessalonica. He prays, first and foremost, 
for the opportunity to see them face-to-face again. Though he and 
Silas have been thwarted from returning to the city, they want to 
return so that they can continue to disciple and instruct the church.
 
◦ Despite the fact that Paul has encouraged this congregation about 
their progress and growth in the faith, he still sees the need for 
additional instruction and training. His three-week ministry in the 
city had left him unable to answer all their questions and clarify some 
of their doctrinal beliefs. For example, their misunderstandings about 
the Second Coming (2 Thess. 2�2) originated from some opportunistic 
false teachers who claimed that the Day of the Lord had already come. 



“And may the Lord make your love for one another…grow and 
overflow.”
  
◦ Pa«p’� �ec~wd �e�«e�¦ iw ¦hi� ��aÂe� a�m� ¦ha¦ G~d vame ¦hi� ch«�ch 
a �e�e�¿~i� ~f p~¿e – w~¦ j«�¦ f~� ~we aw~¦he�, b«¦ f~� e¿e�Â~we! Pa«p 
��aÂ� ¦ha¦ ¦he The��ap~wiaw� Àipp ~¿e�Î~À Ài¦h ¦he �ave miwd ~f 
affec¦i~w he ha� f~� ¦hev. J«�¦ a� he ewc~«�aged ¦hev ¦~ ev«pa¦e 
hiv iw vi��i~w, Pa«p w~À ewc~«�age� ¦hev ¦~ f~pp~À hi� eÁav�pe iw 
p~¿e. 
 
◦ Michaep H~pve�: “If Àe d~ w~¦ ��aÂ f~� ~¦he�� ~«¦ ~f a gew«iwe p~¿e 
f~� ¦hev, ÀhÂ w~¦? I� i¦ beca«�e Àe �ec�e¦pÂ de��i�e ¦hev, h~pd 
�~ve¦hiwg agaiw�¦ ¦hev, a�e bi¦¦e� ~� �e�ew¦f«p, ~� ¿ieÀ ¦hev a� a 
¦h�ea¦? O� a�e Àe �iv�pÂ ¦~~ �epf-cew¦e�ed ¦~ ca�e ab~«¦ ¦hev? 
Wha¦e¿e� ¦he �ea�~w, [¦hi� ��aÂe�] capp� «� ¦~ �e��~wap �e�ew¦awce.”  

“May He… make your hearts strong, blameless, and holy.”
   
◦ A� Àe’¿e �eew ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦hi� pe¦¦e�, Pa«p ~wce agaiw «�e� a ¦�i~ ~f 
À~�d� ¦~ vame hi� �~iw¦. Thi� ¦ive, he «�e� de�c�ibe� h~À He Àaw¦� 
G~d ¦~ À~�m iw ¦he hea�¦� ~f ¦he The��ap~wiaw bepie¿e��. 
            ▪ STRONG | The G�eem À~�d «�ed he�e i� ¦he À~�d f�~v Àhich 
Àe de�i¿e ‘�¦e�~id.’ Wi¦h app ¦he �¦�e��~�� �«��~«wdiwg ¦he 
The��ap~wiaw ch«�ch, Pa«p ��aÂ� ¦ha¦ ¦hei� hea�¦� À~«pd be Di¿iwepÂ 
f~�¦iÍed awd �¦�ewg¦hewed.   
           ▪ BLAMELESS | Th~«gh w~¦ a pegap ¦e�v iw G�eem, ¦hi� À~�d 
ca��ie� ¦he idea ~f pi¿iwg “Ài¦h~«¦ fa«p¦.” I¦’� a À~�d «�ed ¦h�~«gh~«¦ 
¦he NeÀ Te�¦avew¦ ¦~ de�c�ibe ¦hiwg�/�e~�pe Ài¦h~«¦ awÂ v~�ap 
bpevi�h ~� iv�e�fec¦i~w.



          ▪ HOLY | Elsewhere, in 2 Corinthians 7�1, Paul will use this word 
to describe a purity of both body and soul: “Because we have these 
promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that 
can defile our body or spirit. And let us work toward complete 
holiness because we fear God.”

◦ These three words not only reflect Paul’s heart for the church, they 
also speak to the themes he will unpack through the remainder of the 
letter. His prayer that the Thessalonians would be “blameless” and “holy” 
anticipates the holiness commands in chapters 4 and 5. More 
importantly, his desire that they would “stand before God our Father 
when our Lord Jesus comes again” anticipates the focus on the Second 
Coming that will dominate the back half of this letter. 

How does Paul’s prayer in this chapter compare with your prayers? 

What’s one element of his prayer that you could incorporate into 

your own prayer life?   



It’s hard for us to quantify love. Part of the reason is that we use 
the word ‘love’ to describe everything from our closest 
relationships to our favorite foods. We also struggle to 
understand love because we live in a world bereft of its purest 
examples. We’ve seen relationships fall apart and splinter. We 
know what it’s like to have love turn cold. At worst, we’ve seen 

love used as a weapon, nothing more than a manipulative tool. 
But Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians remind us of what love 
should be. More than that, they remind us of what the church 
should be. The church should be defined by love. Everything we 
do – every interaction we have, every ministry we launch, every 
step we take – ought to be saturated with our love for God and 
one another. For the church to be a place of love, we must first be 
people of love. 



GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

    1. What was your biggest takeaway from the video teaching time? What’s 
one big application/insight you walked away with? 

    2. Read 1 Thessalonians 2�17-3�8. What stands out to you about Paul’s 
loving words to the Thessalonian church? What words/phrases describe 
the depth of relationship there? What relationships in your life have come 
closest to this kind of love and affection?   

    3. How would you define the word ‘love’? What are some of the biblical 
pictures/ideals of love that come to your mind? What does this kind of love 
look like in practice? How would the church today be different if we 
practiced this kind of love? 

    4. Read 1 Thessalonians 3�9-13. What does Paul pray for the Thessalonian 
believers? How do these prayers compare/contrast to the prayers you pray 
to God? What are some of the qualities of his prayer you would want to 
incorporate in your own prayer life? 

    5. Family imagery permeates this letter. How should the church function 
like a family? What are some of the obstacles that keep us from loving each 
other this way? How can our family of origin affect the way we understand 
the church?  

    6. As you close, look back over the prayer in 1 Thessalonians 3�9-13. 
What’s one request from that prayer you’d like your Group to pray over 
you? Close together in prayer, asking God to bring these same qualities into 
the lives of each member of your Group. 



"Where most people think that the 
goal of religion is to get people to 
become something that they are 
not, the Scriptures call believers to 
become more and more what they 
already are in Christ."

- Michael Horton

Weez F�¹¨: S´a�d i� H�}i�e¬¬ 
 (1 The¬¬. 2:17-3:13)
 
 



H«vaw beiwg� ha¿e aw iwc�edibpe ca�aci¦Â f~� ca�epe��we��. 

We’�e j«�¦ ¦h~«gh¦pe�� awd i��e��~w�ibpe �~ve¦ive�. We’�e 

ca�epe�� Ài¦h ~«� À~�d�. We’�e ca�epe�� Ài¦h ~«� ac¦i~w�. We’�e 

ca�epe�� Ài¦h ~«� Íwawce�. We’�e ca�epe�� Ài¦h ~«� ¦h~«gh¦�. I¦’� 

w~¦ ¦ha¦ Àe veaw ¦~ d~ bad ¦hiwg� ~� ¦ha¦ Àe �e¦ ~«¦ ¦~ ca«�e 

~¦he� �e~�pe ha�v. We’�e j«�¦ ca�epe�� �~ve¦ive�. If Â~« Àe�e ¦~ 

¦hiwm ab~«¦ ¦he bigge�¦ �eg�e¦ iw Â~«� pife, i¦’� ��~babpÂ 

�~ve¦hiwg Â~« did ca�epe��pÂ. Y~« Àe�ew’¦ ¿igipaw¦. Y~« didw’¦ 

¦hiwm i¦ ¦h�~«gh. Y~« ~�ewed Â~«� v~«¦h Ài¦h~«¦ checmiwg Ài¦h 

Â~«� b�aiw. The�e i� a ca�epe��we�� ¦ha¦ caw c�ee� iw¦~ ~«� pi¿e� 

if Àe’�e w~¦ ca�ef«p. We ~f¦ew �aÂ a ��ice Àhew Àe’�e w~¦ �aÂiwg 

a¦¦ew¦i~w. 

Contrast that with the Bible’s words 

about holiness. Though the idea of 

holiness can often overwhelm us, it’s 

not as complicated as we sometimes 

make it out to be.



At its core, the Bible’s call to holiness is simply an invitation to 
pay attention. Consider the decisions we make. Think about the 
way we’re living. As Paul wrote in Ephesians 5�10, holiness is the 
call to “carefully determine what pleases the Lord.” In the letter 
to the Thessalonians, Paul reminded this young church that 
holiness is the remedy to the haphazard ways we’re tempted to 

waste our lives.  



1 The��ap~wiaw� 4�1-8� "FiwappÂ, dea� b�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e��, Àe «�ge 
Â~« iw ¦he wave ~f ¦he L~�d Je�«� ¦~ pi¿e iw a ÀaÂ ¦ha¦ �pea�e� 
G~d, a� Àe ha¿e ¦a«gh¦ Â~«. Y~« pi¿e ¦hi� ÀaÂ ap�eadÂ, awd Àe 
ewc~«�age Â~« ¦~ d~ �~ e¿ew v~�e. F~� Â~« �evevbe� Àha¦ Àe 
¦a«gh¦ Â~« bÂ ¦he a«¦h~�i¦Â ~f ¦he L~�d Je�«�. G~d’� Àipp i� f~� Â~« 
¦~ be h~pÂ, �~ �¦aÂ aÀaÂ f�~v app �eÁ«ap �iw. Thew each ~f Â~« Àipp 
c~w¦�~p hi� ~Àw b~dÂ awd pi¿e iw h~piwe�� awd h~w~� - w~¦ iw 
p«�¦f«p �a��i~w pime ¦he �agaw� Àh~ d~ w~¦ mw~À G~d awd hi� 
ÀaÂ�. Ne¿e� ha�v ~� chea¦ a fepp~À bepie¿e� iw ¦hi� va¦¦e� bÂ 
¿i~pa¦iwg hi� Àife, f~� ¦he L~�d a¿ewge� app �«ch �iw�, a� Àe ha¿e 
�~pevwpÂ Àa�wed Â~« bef~�e. G~d ha� capped «� ¦~ pi¿e h~pÂ pi¿e�, 
w~¦ iv�«�e pi¿e�. The�ef~�e, awÂ~we Àh~ �ef«�e� ¦~ pi¿e bÂ ¦he�e 
�«pe� i� w~¦ di�~beÂiwg h«vaw ¦eachiwg b«¦ i� �ejec¦iwg G~d, Àh~ 
gi¿e� hi� H~pÂ S�i�i¦ ¦~ Â~«.” 

“Y~« �evevbe� Àha¦ Àe ¦a«gh¦ Â~« bÂ ¦he a«¦h~�i¦Â ~f ¦he L~�d 
Je�«�.”   
    
◦ Paul reminds the Thessalonians that every holiness command finds its 
authority in the person and power of Jesus Himself. While many of 
these commands were specifically reiterated in Jesus’ own teaching, 
even those that have no explicit parallel in the Gospel originate in 
Jesus’ own character. 
 



◦ Appealing to the Lordship of Jesus in these commands was 
particularly significant to the Thessalonian church. After all, their 
proclamation of Jesus as Lord was what began their persecution by the 
city officials:
                • Acts 17�6-7� “Not finding them there, they dragged out Jason 
and some of the other believers instead and took them before the city 
council. ‘Paul and Silas have caused trouble all over the world,’ they 
shouted, ‘and now they are here disturbing our city, too. And Jason has 
welcomed them into his home. They are all guilty of treason against 
Caesar, for they profess allegiance to another king, named Jesus.’”
        
◦ Interestingly, Paul does not shy away from this accusation in his two 
letters to the Thessalonians. These letters contain 46 uses of the title 
‘Lord’ to describe Jesus – 20% of all uses of the term in the Pauline 
corpus. Paul wants the Thessalonians to know that the charge levied 
against them is true. Christians do worship another King – King Jesus! 
The holiness commands, then, are part of the way they express His 
Lordship over their lives. 



“…stay away from all sexual sin.”

◦ The holiness commands begin with a call to sexual purity. While that 
may surprise us, sexual promiscuity was celebrated across much of the 
Roman Empire – particularly among men! Many of the pagan cults 
utilized temple prostitutes, making sexual immorality a part of their 
very worship. The sexual ethic proclaimed in the Gospel stood in stark 
contrast to the sensual ethos of that day – as well as ours. 
 
◦ Paul may begin here for a couple of reasons. For starters, his call to 
faithfulness in marriage helps protect the unity of the church. Nothing 
would cause division and disunity in the church quicker than 
widespread infidelity and immorality. More than that, Paul mentions in 
his first letter to the Corinthian church that sexual sin carries unique 
consequences: 
               ▪ 1 Corinthians 6�18� “Run from sexual sin! No other sin so 
clearly affects the body as this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin 
against your own body.”

What does the word ‘holy’ mean to you? 

 How do the holiness commands in this letter invite us into a more 

intentional way of living?

 How do they help remind us that Jesus is our King?    



1 The��ap~wiaw� 4�9-12� “B«¦ Àe d~w’¦ weed ¦~ À�i¦e ¦~ Â~« ab~«¦ 
¦he iv�~�¦awce ~f p~¿iwg each ~¦he�, f~� G~d hiv�epf ha� ¦a«gh¦ 
Â~« ¦~ p~¿e ~we aw~¦he�. Iwdeed, Â~« ap�eadÂ �h~À Â~«� p~¿e f~� 
app ¦he bepie¿e�� ¦h�~«gh~«¦ Maced~wia. E¿ew �~, dea� b�~¦he�� 
awd �i�¦e��, Àe «�ge Â~« ¦~ p~¿e ¦hev e¿ew v~�e. Mame i¦ Â~«� 
g~ap ¦~ pi¿e a �«ie¦ pife, viwdiwg Â~«� ~Àw b«�iwe�� awd À~�miwg 
Ài¦h Â~«� hawd�, j«�¦ a� Àe iw�¦�«c¦ed Â~« bef~�e. Thew �e~�pe 
Àh~ a�e w~¦ bepie¿e�� Àipp �e��ec¦ ¦he ÀaÂ Â~« pi¿e, awd Â~« Àipp 
w~¦ weed ¦~ de�ewd ~w ~¦he��.” 

“…¦he iv�~�¦awce ~f p~¿iwg each ~¦he�…” 
      
◦ Pa«p ca�¦� h~piwe�� a� w~¦ j«�¦ aw i��«e ~f p~¿iwg G~d, b«¦ ~f p~¿iwg 
~¦he� �e~�pe. The ÀaÂ ¦heÂ pi¿ed À~«pd �h~À b~¦h ¦hei� de¿~¦i~w ¦~ 
Je�«� awd ¦hei� de¿~¦i~w ¦~ ~we aw~¦he�. P�ac¦iciwg h~piwe��, ¦hew, i�w’¦ 
j«�¦ ab~«¦ a¦¦i¦«de� awd ac¦i~w�; i¦’� ab~«¦ ~«� affec¦i~w f~� Je�«� awd 
Hi� B�ide.
 
 ◦ Aw iw¦e�e�¦iwg eÁav�pe ~f ¦hi� vaÂ c~ve f�~v Ài¦hiw ¦he 
The��ap~wiaw ch«�ch. Yea�� af¦e� À�i¦iwg ¦hi� pe¦¦e� ¦~ ¦he The��ap~wiaw 
ch«�ch, Pa«p Àipp À�i¦e ~we ~f hi� Íwap pe¦¦e�� ¦~ Tiv~¦hÂ. Iw 2 Tiv~¦hÂ 
4�10, Pa«p pavew¦� ¦he ��i�i¦«ap �¦a¦«� ~f a vaw waved Deva�. Th~«gh 
Deva� had beew hi� f�iewd awd ¦�a¿epiwg c~v�awi~w, hi� p~¿e f~� ¦he 
G~��ep had g�~Àw c~pd: 
            ▪ 2 Tiv~¦hÂ 4�10� “Deva� ha� de�e�¦ed ve beca«�e he p~¿e� ¦he 
¦hiwg� ~f ¦hi� pife awd ha� g~we ¦~ The��ap~wica…” 



“Make it your goal to live a quiet life…”
       
◦ While Paul certainly had a way of making noise in whatever city he 
visited, he’s clear on the fact that Christians should first seek to live 
lives of quiet, everyday holiness. The moment may come for bold 
proclamation and even courageous confrontation. But Christians 
should first be concerned with living lives that show people what 
faithfulness looks like in our daily interactions in the home, in the 
workplace, and in the community. 
 
◦ Titus 3�1-2� “Remind the believers to submit to the government and its 
officers. They should be obedient, always ready to do what is good. 
They must not slander anyone and must avoid quarreling. Instead, they 
should be gentle and show true humility to everyone.” 

◦ Given that Demas is mentioned along with Aristarchus – who came 
from Thessalonica (Acts 20�4; Philemon 24) – it seems likely that 
Demas, too, hailed from this city. His return to Thessalonica may 
represent a return home. His love for the comforts of this world 
exceeded His love for both Paul and the Gospel. 



◦ Interestingly, the word Paul uses for ‘idle’ isn’t a word having to do 
exclusively with laziness. Rather, the word was used to describe a 
soldier who was out of step with the rest of his company. By working 
and providing for their own needs, these idle believers will “get in 
step” with the rest of their brothers and sisters. 

1 The��ap~wiaw� 5�12-22� Dea� 
b�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e��, h~w~� ¦h~�e 
Àh~ a�e Â~«� peade�� iw ¦he L~�d’� 
À~�m. TheÂ À~�m ha�d av~wg Â~« 
awd gi¿e Â~« ��i�i¦«ap g«idawce. 
Sh~À ¦hev g�ea¦ �e��ec¦ awd 
Àh~pehea�¦ed p~¿e beca«�e ~f ¦hei� 
À~�m. Awd pi¿e �eacef«ppÂ Ài¦h each 
~¦he�. B�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e��, Àe «�ge 
Â~« ¦~ Àa�w ¦h~�e Àh~ a�e paÉÂ. 
Ewc~«�age ¦h~�e Àh~ a�e ¦ivid. 
Tame ¦ewde� ca�e ~f ¦h~�e Àh~ a�e 
Àeam. Be �a¦iew¦ Ài¦h e¿e�Â~we. See 
¦ha¦ w~ ~we �aÂ� bacm e¿ip f~� e¿ip, 
b«¦ apÀaÂ� ¦�Â ¦~ d~ g~~d ¦~ each 
~¦he� awd ¦~ app �e~�pe. ApÀaÂ� be 
j~Âf«p. Ne¿e� �¦~� ��aÂiwg. Be 
¦hawmf«p iw app ci�c«v�¦awce�, f~� 
¦hi� i� G~d’� Àipp f~� Â~« Àh~ bep~wg 
¦~ Ch�i�¦ Je�«�. D~ w~¦ �¦iÎe ¦he 
H~pÂ S�i�i¦. D~ w~¦ �c~ff a¦ 
��~�hecie�, b«¦ ¦e�¦ e¿e�Â¦hiwg ¦ha¦ 
i� �aid. H~pd ~w ¦~ Àha¦ i� g~~d. S¦aÂ 
aÀaÂ f�~v e¿e�Â miwd ~f e¿ip."



“Honor those who are your leaders…”
       
◦ Iw hi� Íwap ba¦ch ~f iw�¦�«c¦i~w� ¦~ ¦he ch«�ch, Pa«p c~vvawd� ¦hev 
¦~ �h~À ��~�e� �e��ec¦ awd ~bediewce ¦~ ¦hei� peade��. A� �he�he�d� ~f 
¦he c~wg�ega¦i~w, ¦he ea�pÂ ch«�ch peade�� Àe�e ¦a�med Ài¦h di�ci�piwg 
awd ca�iwg f~� ¦he ch«�ch. M~�e ¦haw ¦ha¦, iw a ¦ive ~f iw¦ew�e 
�e��ec«¦i~w, ¦he peade�� ~f ¦he ch«�ch Àe�e ~f¦ew ¦he Í��¦ ¦~ 
eÁ�e�iewce ha�d�hi�. Pa«p ¦epp� ¦he ch«�ch w~¦ ¦~ add awÂ v~�e 
difÍc«p¦Â ¦~ ¦hei� ap�eadÂ difÍc«p¦ ¦a�m. 
 
◦ Heb�eÀ� 13�7, 17� “Revevbe� Â~«� peade�� Àh~ ¦a«gh¦ Â~« ¦he À~�d ~f 
G~d. Thiwm ~f app ¦he g~~d ¦ha¦ ha� c~ve f�~v ¦hei� pi¿e�, awd f~pp~À ¦he 
eÁav�pe ~f ¦hei� fai¦h… ObeÂ Â~«� ��i�i¦«ap peade��, awd d~ Àha¦ ¦heÂ 
�aÂ. Thei� À~�m i� ¦~ Àa¦ch ~¿e� Â~«� �~«p�, awd ¦heÂ a�e acc~«w¦abpe ¦~ 
G~d. Gi¿e ¦hev �ea�~w ¦~ d~ ¦hi� Ài¦h j~Â awd w~¦ Ài¦h �~��~À.” 

“…for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.”
        
◦ We ~f¦ew c~v�pica¦e G~d’� Àipp. We Àaw¦ ¦~ mw~À Hi� ��eciÍc Àipp f~� 
~«� pi¿e� �~ ¦ha¦ Àe caw wa¿iga¦e ¦he chappewgiwg deci�i~w� Àe face. Ye¦, 
Pa«p hep�� �iv�pifÂ ~«� ¿ieÀ ~f G~d’� Àipp iw ¦hi� �a��age. G~d’� gewe�ap 
Àipp f~� ~«� pi¿e� caw be �«vved «� iw ¦h�ee �h~�¦ c~vvawd�. 
F~pp~Àiwg ¦he�e gewe�ap c~vvawd� iw ~«� e¿e�ÂdaÂ pi¿e� caw hep� pead 
«� iw ¦he ��eciÍc deci�i~w� Àe weed hep� Ài¦h:

                         • “Always Be Joyful” | N~¦ice ¦ha¦ Pa«p d~e�w’¦ �aÂ i¦’� 
G~d’� Àipp f~� ¦hev ¦~ be ha��Â. Ra¦he�, he c~vvawd� ¦hev ¦~ eÁhibi¦ 
j~Â de��i¦e ¦hei� ci�c«v�¦awce�. T~ a ch«�ch iw ¦he vid�¦ ~f �«ffe�iwg 
awd �e��ec«¦i~w, ¦hi� vigh¦ ha¿e �eeved pime a difÍc«p¦ a��igwvew¦. 



                         • “Never Stop Praying” | P�aÂe� i�w’¦ �~ve¦hiwg Àe j«�¦ 
d~ Àhew Àe Àame «� ~� Àhew Àe g~ ¦~ bed. The a¦¦i¦«de ~f ��aÂe� 
�h~«pd be aw ~wg~iwg awd c~w¦iw«ap �a�¦ ~f ~«� pi¿e�. G~d Àaw¦� ¦~ 
�ha�e e¿e�Â v~vew¦ ~f e¿e�Â daÂ Ài¦h «�.

                         • “Be Thankful in All Circumstances” | Pa«p idew¦iÍe� 
g�a¦i¦«de a� �a�¦ ~f G~d’� Àipp f~� ~«� pi¿e�. A pacm ~f g�a¦i¦«de caw ¦«�w 
«� iw¦~ ew¦i¦ped, bi¦¦e� �e~�pe. BÂ ��ac¦iciwg ¦he di�ci�piwe ~f g�a¦i¦«de, 
Àe �ec~gwiÉe G~d’� gif¦� iw ~«� pi¿e� awd ¦�aiw ~«� eÂe� ¦~ �ee Àha¦ Àe 
ha¿e v~�e ¦haw Àha¦ Àe pacm.   

“Do not stifle the Holy Spirit.”
        
◦ The G�eem ¦eÁ¦ pi¦e�appÂ �aÂ�, “D~ w~¦ �«ewch ¦he H~pÂ S�i�i¦.” The 
ivage�Â cpea�pÂ �«gge�¦� ¦h�~Àiwg Àa¦e� ~w a Í�e ¦~ eÁ¦iwg«i�h ¦he 
Îave. Thi� �eev� ¦~ capp bacm  ¦~ ¦he ivage�Â ~w ¦he DaÂ ~f Pew¦ec~�¦ 
~f ¦he H~pÂ S�i�i¦ de�cewdiwg ~w ¦he a�~�¦pe� pime “¦~wg«e� ~f Í�e”
 (Ac¦� 2�3). 
 
◦ Iw¦�ig«iwgpÂ, ¦he b~~m ~f Ac¦� had w~¦ Âe¦ beew À�i¦¦ew Àhew Pa«p 
c~v�~�ed hi� pe¦¦e� ¦~ ¦he The��ap~wiaw�. The �¦~�Â Àa� cpea�pÂ �a�¦ ~f 
¦he ~�ap ¦�adi¦i~w ~f ¦he ea�pÂ ch«�ch. A¦ ¦he ¿e�Â pea�¦, i¦ Àa� ap�eadÂ 
mw~Àw ¦~ L«me, ¦he a«¦h~� ~f Ac¦� awd f�e�«ew¦ ¦�a¿epiwg c~v�awi~w ~f 
Pa«p. 

Based on 1 Thessalonians 5�16-18, what does God’s will look like in your 

life? How can you begin to practically live that out this week?     



If Â~« d~w’¦ mw~À Àhe�e Â~«’�e g~iwg, i¦ d~e�w’¦ va¦¦e� h~À Â~« 
ge¦ ¦he�e. Y~« caw �¦e� ~«¦ Â~«� d~~� awd v~¿e iw awÂ di�ec¦i~w 
Â~« �pea�e. B«¦, if Â~« ha¿e a de�¦iwa¦i~w iw viwd, ¦he �~«¦e Â~« 
¦ame ab�~p«¦epÂ va¦¦e��. Y~« vame aw i¦iwe�a�Â. Y~« �paw e¿e�Â 
¦«�w. Y~« Àaw¦ ¦~ be iw¦ew¦i~wap iw Àhe�e Â~« g~. Y~«� 
de�¦iwa¦i~w de¦e�viwe� Â~«� j~«�weÂ. A� Ch�i�¦-f~pp~Àe��, Àe 

mw~À ~«� j~«�weÂ� ewd Ài¦h Je�«�. Pa«p ha� vade i¦ cpea� 
¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦hi� pe¦¦e� ¦ha¦ ~«� fai¦h j~«�weÂ begiw� awd ewd� 
Ài¦h Hiv. If He i� ~«� de�¦iwa¦i~w, ¦hew ~«� pife’� j~«�weÂ ~«gh¦ 
¦~ pead «� cp~�e� awd cp~�e� ¦~ Hiv. We cha�e h~piwe�� beca«�e 
¦he Àh~pe a�c ~f ~«� pife i� d�aÀiwg «� ¦~Àa�d Je�«�. The 
de�¦iwa¦i~w i� beiwg Ài¦h Hiv; ¦he j~«�weÂ i� bec~viwg pime 
Hiv.  



GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

    1. Wha¦ Àa� Â~«� bigge�¦ ¦ameaÀaÂ f�~v ¦he ¿ide~ ¦eachiwg ¦ive? Wha¦’� 
~we big a��pica¦i~w/iw�igh¦ Â~« Àapmed aÀaÂ Ài¦h? 

    2. Read 1 The��ap~wiaw� 4�1-12. Wha¦ �¦awd� ~«¦ ¦~ Â~« iw ¦he�e h~piwe�� 
c~vvawd�? H~À d~e� Pa«p vame h~piwe�� �~ve¦hiwg ��ac¦icap f~� «�? Iw 
Àha¦ ÀaÂ� d~e� pi¿iwg ~«¦ ¦he�e c~vvawd� diffe�ew¦ia¦e «� f�~v ¦he À~�pd 
a�~«wd «�?   

    3. Pa«p ¦apm� ab~«¦ ¦he�e c~vvawd� a� i��«e� ~f b~¦h L~�d�hi� awd p~¿e. 
H~À d~e� h~pÂ pi¿iwg �h~À ¦ha¦ Je�«� i� ~«� L~�d? H~À d~e� i¦ �e¿eap ~«� 
p~¿e f~� Hiv? H~À d~e� ~«� �«��«i¦ ~f h~piwe�� hep� «� ¦~ p~¿e ~«� 
weighb~�� be¦¦e�?   

    4. Read 1 The��ap~wiaw� 5�12-22. Pa«p gi¿e� «� a b«wch ~f vi�ceppawe~«� 
c~vvawd� iw ¦he�e ¿e��e�. A� a G�~«�, vame a pi�¦ ~f ¦he c~vvawd� he�e. 
D~ Â~« �ee awÂ c~vv~w ¦h�ead be¦Àeew ¦hev? H~À d~ ¦he�e c~vvawd� 
hep� «� ¿i�«apiÉe Àha¦ e¿e�ÂdaÂ h~piwe�� p~~m� pime?  

    5. Re�ead 1 The��ap~wiaw� 5�16-18. Which ¦h�ee c~vvawd� d~e� Pa«p ¦apm 
ab~«¦ iw c~wj«wc¦i~w Ài¦h G~d’� Àipp? H~À À~«pd Â~« �¦a¦e ¦h~�e 
c~vvawd� iw Â~«� ~Àw À~�d�? Wha¦ a�e �~ve ÀaÂ� Â~« ¦ewd ¦~ 
~¿e�c~v�pica¦e/~¿e�¦hiwm G~d’� Àipp? H~À caw ¦he�e ¦h�ee c~vvawd� hep� 
Â~« �iv�pifÂ h~À Â~« pi¿e ~«¦ Hi� �paw f~� Â~«� pife?  

    6. A� Â~« cp~�e, ��aÂ ¦h~�e ¦h�ee c~vvawd� f�~v 1 The��ap~wiaw� 5�16-18. 
A�m G~d ¦~ �h~À Â~« each h~À ¦~ pi¿e ~«¦ Hi� Àipp iw Â~«� daÂ-¦~-daÂ pi¿e�. 
P�aÂ ¦ha¦ He À~«pd e�«i� Â~« ¦hi� Àeem ¦~ mw~À Hi� Àipp awd ¦~ pi¿e ~«¦ ~f 
¦ha¦ mw~Àpedge.



“Life is only disappointing if there is 
nothing after it. Otherwise, life is our 
time in a craftsman's hands – the way a 
piece of wood is carved into a spoon by 
a carpenter or reeds are woven by a 
basket weaver. We grow into whatever 
we allow to be made of us, and we're 
sold – like the spoon or the basket. Our 
afterlife isn't the market or the 
workshop. It's in the home of our 
master, whatever master we have spent 
our lives serving.”

- Daniel Nayeri

Weez FiÌe: S´a�d ¹¥�� H�¥e 
(1 The¬¬. 4:13-5:11; 5:23-28)  
 



E¿e�Â ad~pe�cew¦ p~wg� f~� ¦he daÂ Àhew ¦heÂ ÍwappÂ ¦«�w 16 awd 
ge¦ ¦hei� d�i¿e�’� picew�e. We c~«w¦d~Àw ¦he Âea��, ¦he v~w¦h�, 
¦he daÂ� (awd �~ve¦ive� e¿ew ¦he h~«��) «w¦ip ~«� Àeddiwg daÂ, 
~«� big ¿aca¦i~w, ~«� �e¦i�evew¦ �a�¦Â, ~� ¦he bi�¦h ~f a chipd. N~ 
va¦¦e� ~«� �¦age ~f pife, Àe ha¿e �~ve¦hiwg Àe’�e Àai¦iwg f~�. We 
pime ¦~ pi¿e iw eÁ�ec¦a¦i~w. We pime ¦~ ivagiwe ¦ha¦ ~«� pife i� 

g~iwg ¦~ �~veh~À be be¦¦e� ~wce Àe �each ¦ha¦ vipe�¦~we, Íwi�h 
¦ha¦ ��~jec¦, ~� vame ¦ha¦ �«�cha�e.

We spend most of our lives 
waiting. 



A¦ ¦he ewd ~f ¦he daÂ, app ~f ¦he�e 
p~wgiwg� c~ve d~Àw ¦~ ~we 
�h~�¦ À~�d: HOPE. We h~�e ~«� 
pi¿e� a�ew’¦ apÀaÂ� g~iwg ¦~ be 
¦he ÀaÂ ¦heÂ a�e �igh¦ w~À. 

The ch«�ch iw The��ap~wica had 
�eew ¦hei� �e�e�¿~i�� ~f h~�e d�Â 
«�. Thei� pi¿e� – b~¦h �hÂ�icappÂ 
awd ��i�i¦«appÂ – Àe�e Ípped Ài¦h 
ad¿e��i¦Â awd �«ffe�iwg. TheÂ 
Àa¦ched a� ¦hei� b�~¦he�� awd 
�i�¦e�� iw Ch�i�¦ Àe�e d�agged 
iw¦~ ��i�~w f~� ¦hei� fai¦h. 
W~��e, ¦heÂ �¦~~d hep�pe�� a� 
�~ve iw ¦hei� fai¦h c~vv«wi¦Â 

�aid ¦he «p¦iva¦e ��ice f~� ¦hei� 
appegiawce ¦~ Je�«�. Thei� 
�«ffe�iwg Àa�w’¦ j«�¦ iw ��i¦e ~f 
¦hei� fai¦h; i¦ Àa� eÁ�pici¦pÂ 
beca«�e ~f i¦! Pa«p weeded ¦~ 
�eviwd ¦hev ¦ha¦ ¦he fai¦h ¦ha¦ 
had b�~«gh¦ ¦hev �~ v«ch 
¦�~«bpe Àa�, iw fac¦, ¦he �~«�ce 
~f ¦hei� «p¦iva¦e ¦�i«v�h. 



1 Thessalonians 4�13-18� "And now, dear brothers and sisters, we 
want you to know what will happen to the believers who have 
died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. For 
since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we 
also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with 
him the believers who have died. We tell you this directly from 
the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not 
meet him ahead of those who have died. For the Lord himself will 
come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the 
believers who have died will rise from their graves. Then, 
together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the 
earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
Then we will be with the Lord forever. So encourage each other 
with these words.” 

“…we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have 
died…” 
 
◦ It seems as though the Thessalonians were troubled by the deaths of 
some of the believers in the city. Whether due to persecution or natural 
causes, this congregation had recently lost some of its members to the 
grave. As a result, the church was confused about the nature of their 
hope. Had those who had died not been worthy of eternal life? Had they 
missed out on the resurrection? Paul wrote to help the church 
understand that the hope of eternal life transcends death.



◦ E¿idew¦pÂ, ¦he iw�¦�«c¦i~w iw ¦hi� pe¦¦e� À~«pdw’¦ be ew~«gh ¦~ �~~¦he 
¦hei� À~��ie�. Iw 2 The��ap~wiaw� 2�1-12, Pa«p Àipp f«�¦he� «w�acm ¦he 
e¿ew¦� �«��~«wdiwg Je�«�’ �e¦«�w – iwcp«diwg a �~veÀha¦ c~wf«�iwg 
�a��age ab~«¦ ¦he “vaw ~f paÀpe��we��.” TheÂ Àe�e c~wce�wed ew~«gh 
ab~«¦ ¦hi� �«bjec¦ ¦ha¦ Pa«p fep¦ i¦ wece��a�Â ¦~ À�i¦e ¦hev ab~«¦ i¦ a 
�ec~wd ¦ive. 

“For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven…”
       
◦ Thi� �a��age ��eam� ~f a �e��~wap, iwca�wa¦e �e¦«�w ~f Je�«� Ch�i�¦ ¦~ 
¦hi� ea�¦h. Pa«p �ic¦«�e� ¦he �cewe iw ivage�Â ¦ha¦ À~«pd ha¿e beew 
ea�ipÂ «wde��¦~~d bÂ hi� ~�igiwap a«diewce. Iw ¦ha¦ daÂ, Àhew a ¿i�i¦iwg 
digwi¦a�Â À~«pd c~ve iw¦~ a ci¦Â, ¦he ci¦Â ~fÍciap� À~«pd �ewd ~«¦ a 
depega¦i~w ¦~ vee¦ ¦he ¿i�i¦~�� Àhipe ¦heÂ Àe�e �¦ipp a feÀ vipe� ~«¦�ide 
¦~Àw. Thi� depega¦i~w À~«pd Àepc~ve ¦he digwi¦a�Â awd hi� c~w¿~Â awd 
e�c~�¦ ¦hev bacm iw¦~ ¦he ci¦Â. Pa«p ivagiwe� Je�«� a� ¦he ¿i�i¦iwg 
digwi¦a�Â, ap~wg Ài¦h app ¦h~�e Àh~ ha¿e died iw Ch�i�¦. Li¿iwg bepie¿e�� 
a�e ca«gh¦ «� iw ¦he ai� ¦~ Àepc~ve Je�«�’ a��i¿ap awd acc~v�awÂ Hiv 
bacm ¦~ ¦he ea�¦h – Àhe�e He Àipp iw�¦i¦«¦e a weÀ hea¿ew� awd weÀ 
ea�¦h! 



“So encourage each other…”
        
◦ We live in a time where “End Times” discussions can be pretty divisive. 
There are any number of ideas of what Jesus’ return is going to look like 
and the exact events that will lead us to that day. Paul, however, reminds 
us that these teachings aren’t given to confuse or confound us. They are 
given for our encouragement and edification.

 ◦ How do these words encourage us? While the following list is by no 
means exhaustive, the reality of heaven reminds us of at least three 
important truths: 
 
            ▪ Life is Eternal | There’s something within the human heart that 
longs for eternity. We want to live forever. Though we have grown 
accustomed to death, there’s something in us that knows it isn’t natural. 
Paul succinctly reminds us of our eternal destiny when he says, “We will 
be with the Lord forever.” We find eternal life in and with Jesus Christ. 
            
           ▪ Pain is Temporary | The hope of heaven is the hope of a world 
with  “no more death or sorrow or crying or pain” (Rev. 21�4). Our eternal 
reality helps keep our present chaos in perspective. When all is said and 
done, today’s pain will be no more than a blip in our eternal life story. As 
Paul would later write in 2 Corinthians 4�17� “For our present troubles are 
small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly 
outweighs them and will last forever!” 
 
            ▪ God is Sovereign | All of history is moving towards something. 
As Christians, we believe that something is a Someone. Human history 
will conclude and culminate with the arrival of Jesus Christ. God is 
guiding all events toward the return of His Son. That means history isn’t 
random. The things that happen to us don’t happen by chance. They 
happen by His sovereign choice.



1 The��ap~wiaw� 5�1-11� “N~À c~wce�wiwg h~À awd Àhew app ¦hi� Àipp 
ha��ew, dea� b�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e��, Àe d~w’¦ �eappÂ weed ¦~ À�i¦e Â~«. 
F~� Â~« mw~À �«i¦e Àepp ¦ha¦ ¦he daÂ ~f ¦he L~�d’� �e¦«�w Àipp c~ve 
«weÁ�ec¦edpÂ, pime a ¦hief iw ¦he wigh¦. Whew �e~�pe a�e �aÂiwg, 
“E¿e�Â¦hiwg i� �eacef«p awd �ec«�e,” ¦hew di�a�¦e� Àipp fapp ~w ¦hev a� 
�«ddewpÂ a� a ��egwaw¦ À~vaw’� pab~� �aiw� begiw. Awd ¦he�e Àipp be 
w~ e�ca�e. B«¦ Â~« a�ew’¦ iw ¦he da�m ab~«¦ ¦he�e ¦hiwg�, dea� 
b�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e��, awd Â~« À~w’¦ be �«���i�ed Àhew ¦he daÂ ~f ¦he 
L~�d c~ve� pime a ¦hief. F~� Â~« a�e app chipd�ew ~f ¦he pigh¦ awd ~f ¦he 
daÂ; Àe d~w’¦ bep~wg ¦~ da�mwe�� awd wigh¦. S~ be ~w Â~«� g«a�d, w~¦ 
a�pee� pime ¦he ~¦he��. S¦aÂ ape�¦ awd be cpea�headed. Nigh¦ i� ¦he ¦ive 
Àhew �e~�pe �pee� awd d�iwme�� ge¦ d�«wm. B«¦ pe¦ «� Àh~ pi¿e iw ¦he 
pigh¦ be cpea�headed, ��~¦ec¦ed bÂ ¦he a�v~� ~f fai¦h awd p~¿e, awd 
Àea�iwg a� ~«� hepve¦ ¦he c~wÍdewce ~f ~«� �ap¿a¦i~w. F~� G~d ch~�e 
¦~ �a¿e «� ¦h�~«gh ~«� L~�d Je�«� Ch�i�¦, w~¦ ¦~ �~«� ~«¦ hi� awge� ~w 
«�. Ch�i�¦ died f~� «� �~ ¦ha¦, Àhe¦he� Àe a�e dead ~� api¿e Àhew he 
�e¦«�w�, Àe caw pi¿e Ài¦h hiv f~�e¿e�. S~ ewc~«�age each ~¦he� awd 
b«ipd each ~¦he� «�, j«�¦ a� Â~« a�e ap�eadÂ d~iwg."

Wha¦ a�e Â~« v~�¦ p~~miwg f~�Àa�d ¦~ iw hea¿ew? H~À d~e� ¦he 

�eapi¦Â ~f ¦ha¦ h~�e chawge ¦he ÀaÂ Â~« a���~ach pife ¦~daÂ?      



“…like a thief in the night.”
      
◦ Paul borrows this imagery from Jesus’ very own words in Matthew 
24�42-44� “So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know what day 
your Lord is coming. Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly 
when a burglar was coming, he would keep watch and not permit his 
house to be broken into. You also must be ready all the time, for the 
Son of Man will come when least expected.”
 
◦ The implication here is that Christians should be watchful and ready 
for Jesus’ return. If a homeowner knew a thief was coming, he would 
keep an eye on his house to keep it from being broken into. Paul adds 
an additional image to this concept by comparing the Second Coming 
to a woman in labor pains. Just as you can anticipate the birth of a baby 
over the nine months of pregnancy, so should Christians live with a 
sense of hopeful anticipation for the arrival of Jesus! 



“For you are all children of the light and of the day…”
       
 ◦ If Â~« mweÀ a ¦hief Àa� c~viwg a¦ �~ve �~iw¦ iw ¦he wigh¦, Â~« À~«pd 
«�e ¦he daÂpigh¦ h~«�� ¦~ ge¦ �eadÂ f~� hiv. Siwce Àe mw~À Je�«� i� 
c~viwg bacm, Àe �h~«pd Àaw¦ ¦~ ��ewd ~«� pi¿e� ��e�a�iwg ¦~ vee¦ 
Hiv. D~ ~«� ch~ice� ¦~daÂ �eÎec¦ ~«� h~�e iw ¦he DaÂ ~f Hi� �e¦«�w? 
 
◦ Cave�~w C~pe: “Wa�hiwg di�he� f~� Â~«� ��~«�e, pi�¦ewiwg ¦~ Â~«� 
�~~vva¦e, bamiwg c~~mie� f~� Â~«� weighb~�, eÁ¦ewdiwg miwdwe�� ¦~ 
�e~�pe iw ¦he checm~«¦ piwe, awd ~ffe�iwg a ��aÂe� f~� a g�ie¿iwg f�iewd… 
The �eg«pa� deed� ~f �eg«pa� �e~�pe ~w �eg«pa� daÂ� �~��e�� �~ v«ch 
e¦e�wap �~¦ew¦iap awd veawiwg! The L~�d �ee�, �ec~gwiÉe�, awd �eÀa�d� 
app ~f ¦hev iw hea¿ew.”

“…we can live with Him forever.”
        
 ◦ Thi� �iv�pe �h�a�e �eviwd� «� ~f ¦he vaiw d�aÀ ~f hea¿ew. Th~«gh 
~«� viwd� iw�¦iwc¦i¿epÂ �ic¦«�e ¦he �¦�ee¦� ~f g~pd awd ¦he �ea�pÂ ga¦e�, 
hea¿ew i� ��iva�ipÂ �ic¦«�ed iw �epa¦i~wap ¦e�v�. Iw hea¿ew, Àe ewj~Â a 
�e��~wap awd dee� �epa¦i~w�hi� Ài¦h Je�«�. We Àipp e¦e�wappÂ �ee Hiv. 
M~�e ¦haw ¦ha¦, Àe ha¿e ¦he h~�e ¦ha¦ Àe Àipp be Ài¦h ~«� fepp~À 
b�~¦he�� awd �i�¦e�� iw Ch�i�¦ f~� app e¦e�wi¦Â. The miwd ~f �epa¦i~w�hi�� 
Àe p~wged f~� ~w ¦hi� ea�¦h Àipp be e¦e�wappÂ �~��ibpe! 
 
◦ The v~de�w ivagiwa¦i~w ha� w~ ¦�~«bpe ivagiwiwg e¦e�wap pife. E¿ew 
¦h~�e Àh~ g�eÀ «� Ài¦h w~ �epigi~«� ¦�adi¦i~w ha¿e �~ve c~wce�¦ ~f 
Àha¦ hea¿ew i� �«��~�edpÂ pime. R~vaw c«p¦«�e, h~Àe¿e�, had ~wpÂ a 
pivi¦ed c~wce�¦ ~f ¦he af¦e�pife. M~�¦ À~«pd ha¿e �ic¦«�ed Hade� a� a 
miwd ~f �had~À À~�pd Àhe�e awÂ �~�¦ ~f eÁi�¦ewce Àa� gp~~vÂ awd 
e¦he�eap. The JeÀi�h �e~�pe had ¦hei� ~Àw c~wce�¦ ~f She~p, a �pace 
Àhe�e ¦he dead had pivi¦ed aÀa�ewe�� awd c~w�ci~«�we��. The idea ~f a 
�e��~wap, e¦e�wap, awd ¿ib�aw¦ hea¿ew À~«pd ha¿e beew a weÀ miwd ~f 
h~�e f~� ¦he�e bepie¿e��, �ega�dpe�� ~f ¦hei� he�i¦age. 



1 Thessalonians 5�23-28� "Now may the God of peace make you 
holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body 
be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again.  God 
will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful. Dear 
brothers and sisters, pray for us. Greet all the brothers and 
sisters with a sacred kiss. I command you in the name of the Lord 
to read this letter to all the brothers and sisters. May the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you."

“Now may the God of peace… May the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ…”

◦ In 1 Thessalonians 1�1, Paul opened the letter with his traditional 
epistolary greeting: “May God give you grace and peace.” This greeting 
combines the two traditional greetings of his day. Jewish people would 
often use the greeting “peace” (‘Shalom’), while Greeks would use the 
word “grace” (‘Charis’) in their welcome. The use of this combined 
greeting reminds us of both the diversity and unity of the early church. 



“…your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless…”
 
◦ The letter ends with a final challenge towards holy living. Paul prays 
that the Thessalonians will be kept wholly holy until the day of Christ’s 
return. The fullness of this holiness is illustrated in the fact that Paul 
uses two words in the Greek that carry the idea of wholeness. While 
the NLT condenses this with one mention of ‘whole,’ the NIV captures 
the idea by translating the phrase as “…sanctify you through and 
through.”
 
◦ As he has throughout this letter, Paul reminds the Thessalonians that 
they are not without help on their quest for personal holiness: “God 
will make this happen…” We don’t have to stand under our own power. 
Rather, God empowers us every step of the way. The power by which 
we are saved is the same power by which we stand.
 
◦ Ligon Duncan: “The whole of the Christian life hangs upon God's 
grace, God's promise, God's power, God's faithfulness. When we feel 
that we are losing in the fight against sin, we can be encouraged: God is 
working in our life right now. We can live with boldness and assurance 
because he is faithful.”

How have you seen God’s work in your own life? How was He at work 

in your salvation story? How does He continue to work in your 

sanctification story?      



“The Christian life is like 
living in escrow: the Creator 
has retaken possession, but 
we're waiting for closing.”

- James K.A. Smith

 
 



Wha¦ a�e Â~« Àai¦iwg f~�? We caw ��ewd ~«� pi¿e� Àai¦iwg f~� 
awÂ w«vbe� ~f ¦hiwg�. OwpÂ iw Je�«� d~ Àe Íwd �~ve¦hiwg 
À~�¦h Àai¦iwg a pife¦ive f~�. He i� ¦he aw¦id~¦e ¦~ app ~«� di�-
ea�e, ¦he j~Â f~� app ~«� �~��~À�, ¦he f«ppwe�� f~� app ~«� 
p~wgiwg�. The daÂ ~f Hi� �e¦«�w i�w’¦ ¦he Ewd; i¦’� j«�¦ ¦he 
begiwwiwg ~f G~d’� e¦e�wap �¦~�Â! The �eapi¦Â ~f ¦ha¦ daÂ chawge� 

¦he ÀaÂ Àe pi¿e ~w ¦hi� daÂ. We Àai¦ f~� Hiv beca«�e Àe mw~À 
He’� ¦he Owe Àh~ Àipp vame app ¦hiwg� �igh¦. We Àapm ~«¦ iw fai¦h 
beca«�e Àe mw~À e¿e�Â �¦e� b�iwg� «� cp~�e� ¦~ Hiv. We �¦awd 
Í�v beca«�e Àe mw~À ¦he�e’� a daÂ c~viwg Àhew Àe Àipp vee¦ 
Hiv iw ¦he ai�. N~¦hiwg Àe d~ f~� Hiv c~«pd e¿e� c~ve cp~�e ¦~ 
Àha¦ He’� g~iwg ¦~ d~ f~� «� ~w ¦he daÂ He �e¦«�w�.

 S~… Àha¦ a�e Â~« Àai¦iwg f~�? 



GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

    1. What was your biggest takeaway from the video teaching time? What’s 
one big application/insight you walked away with? 

    2. Read 1 Thessalonians 4�13-18. As you read this description of Jesus’ 
return, what stands out to you? What are you most looking forward to 
seeing on that day? How would these words have comforted the 
Thessalonians? How do they comfort us?   

    3. Think of some times in your life when you were forced to wait. What 
was that like? What were you waiting for? How does that waiting 
compare/contrast with the waiting Paul tells us to do in this passage? How 
do we know Jesus is worth waiting for?   

    4. Why do we often allow “End Times” discussions to become so nerve-
wracking and divisive? How do we use these teachings to encourage and 
edify one another? In what ways can a proper view of the End help us in our 
day-to-day lives? 

    5. Read 1 Thessalonians 5�1-11. How does Paul apply this teaching on the 
Second Coming? What does it mean for us to live as “children of the day”? 
What does it look like for us to live in a way that is prepared for Jesus 
return?  

    6. As you close, reflect on Paul’s closing to the letter. How does it make 
you feel to know that God will work to complete His work in you? Close 
together in prayer asking God to continue His work in you until the day of 
Christ’s return.


